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Social Reconstruction 
LV. 

A Solidaric Federation of Nations (1). 
solidarism advocates a spirit of brotherhood 
iich binds together all human beings and all 
iions. The spirit unites them by stimulating 
seady compliance with the natural international 
7s. It is no wonder, therefore, that the soli- 
Tic spirit should at all times find a strong op- 
ment in the evil selfish nature of man and of 
iire nations. Thus we witness a never-ending 
nflict between natural international duty and 
fishness, a power of fundamental strength. It 
wuld be a most dangerous and probably disas- 
tus conflict, had not the God of order allied 
mmself with social order. 


We know how the Almighty curbed in the in- 
ridual heart a similar tendency to revolt against 
moral law. He attached a strong sanction to 


5 law. What is then more nattral than to look - 


a similar sanction protecting the relations of 
tions? 
No doubt there is, of necessity, this difference, 
at man is threatened with eternal punishment 
tthe hereafter, while a sanction for nations and 
- entire human race must be of a temporal char- 
ser. Man has an immortal soul, while societies 
: of a temporal. nature. But this does not deny 
: existence of a proportionate sanction. 
‘n the beginning civil society did not exist. 
-st, families began to live in groups, seeing that 
-reby they could enjoy the advantages of co- 
=ration. From that moment on these families 
H social duties towards each other and towards 


> group as an entirety. A primitive sanction © 


sted likewise. Revolt against social duty 
ought about lack of safety and of co-operation, 
H led-to strife and want, to retardation and even 
ecrease of prosperity. , 
ut as the groups grew larger, and as their 
yer increased, the original sanction was no 
sufficient. A power became necessary 
ould hold the members individually and as 
s, be they local units or vocational classes, 
duty of co-operation, and which, last but 
st, could enforce peaceful cohabitation of 
ens. Organization and authority had be- 
In one word, there arose 
vil society out of man’s social nature and 
r that reason we call such civic or politi- 
tural societies. _ 


Similarly, what might be called a primitive 
sanction as yet holds together the community of 
nations. This sanction is the dread spectre of 
want and war, of uncertainty, jealousy and in- 
feriority. It was sufficient as long as the nations 
were but loosely dependent on each other. But 
with the advancement of civilization international 
dependence grew. With the rapid growth of pop- 
ulation this dependence became still more pro- 
nounced. 


It was this progress in civilization and popula- 
tion which created the necessity for the village 
or the clan, the city, state and the territorial unit, 
and at last for our modern states of vast expan- 
sion, or the empire state. Only within such limits 
and by such unification of forces can the tasks, 


which have become a cultural necessity, be ac- ~ 


complished. But even these wide limits have 
proven too confining. Modern commerce and 
finance are already international. 


To regulate these and similar endeavors, which 
became necessary because even the most gigantic 
political units proved unable to satisfy all the 
wants created by ever progressing civilization, 
nations began to make treaties. However, mere 
treaties are no longer sufficiently efficacious. 
Therefore the nations are seeking something that 
may serve to bind them together more firmly than 
the accustomed agreements and treaties. Little 
wonder that past experience suggested a free 
league of nations. But events press ever more 
cogently towards still stronger union and to- 
wards stronger international bonds. The ques- 
tion is but natural, whether it is perhaps nature’s 
design to develop at the proper time a world fed- 
eration. It is true, that thus far a real federation 
of nations under one form or another of govern- 
ment or direction, has not as yet become a neces- 
sity. But is it unreasonable to suppose that just 
as men were gradually forced to form civil socie- 
ties, states may also be led to constitute a unit, 
endowed with authority which through its direc- 
tion strives to obtain a still higher form of pros- 
peritv, one beyond the power of the separate 
units? In other words, must we assume it to be 
impossible that in consequence of the progress of 
civilization and the growth of population, a world 
federation of one kind or other may become a 
necessity? Did not the state become a necessity 
with the increasing numbers of the families? 


From that day on we would speak of the exist- 
ence of three natural societies, as we now speak 
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of two such societies, while there was a time 
when only one natural society actually existed. 

Thus far we have perhaps indulged in a purely 
academic discussion. The day of a world federa- 
tion may never arrive, or may be only in the dim 
future. But meanwhile the modern world feels 
that with the growth of selfishness and national 
jealousies, so like individual selfishness and grow- 
ing out of the latter, an ever stronger sanction 
has become an urgent necessity. Even in the 
past, when selfishness was not as yet the ruling 
spirit, when it manifested itself only at certain 
times or in certain nations, attempts were made, 
when such conditions prevailed, to constitute 
something like a league of nations. Although 
these attempts were imperfect in many regards, 
the growing urgency to discover a remedy for 
present ills should lead us to seriously ponder 
over them. 

For some time past modern writers and poli- 
ticians have revelled in the fond hope or sugges- 
tion of a world empire. We do not agree with 
them, for the obvious reason that as long as the 
modern liberal spirit is rampant, we would not 
dare to entrust the government of that dominion 
to a single one of the great powers. Nor would 
the other great powers concede such preponder- 
ance to any one of them. Both assertions are 
‘substantiated by the undeniable fact that among 
the leading nations a combat for world dominion 
is even at present being waged, although in clan- 
destine fashion. This fact alone proves sufficiently 
that at least as long as liberalism dictates politi- 
cal action, the idea of a world empire is born of an 
unsocial spirit, for it veils but thinly the desire 
for preeminent power and supremacy. We would 
resurrect the Roman Empire, in which a few 
wealthy and mighty Romans lived not only on the 
labor of their fellow-citizens, but in addition on 
the industry and wealth of subjugated countries, 
the so-called provinces. 

There are other difficulties that speak against 
a world empire, which are not of a temporary na- 
ture. A civic union of worldwide dimensions is 
beyond the ability of even the wisest of rulers or 
councils. Furthermore, it would contain a per- 
petual source of dissatisfaction, for the plain rea- 
son that in the majority of instances only com- 
promises would be possible on account of the 
many national, natural and cultural differences. 
But such compromises satisfy no one. In conse- 
quence solidarism, which does not want to chase 
idle phantasms, is not only opposed to a world 
empire at present and as long as the true social 
spirit has not taken hold again of the nations, but 
also for all future times. It perceives that a sut- 
ficiently intimate and comprehensive knowledge 
of all natural and accidental conditions is impos- 
sible, and that the desires and aspirations of na- 


tions living in diverse continents and climates, 


and enjoying a different civilization, will always 
be so unlike each other, and at times so an- 
tagonistic to each other, that any legislation in- 


tended for the entirety is utterly impossible. The | 


| >; ‘ 
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vaster the unit would be, the more self-govern- 
ment must remain to the local units, whose inter- 
ests and conditions vary widely. We owe it to 
this extensive self-government in the individual} 
states, and a prudent limitation of centralized’ 
power, that our own country enjoys stability and) 
prosperity. W. J. ENGELEN, S. Ja 


Tentative Outline for a Brief on 
Obligatory Unemployment 
Insurance Legislation 


That great evil, unemployment, which all too) 
long seemed inseparable from the industrial system, 
has been approached in various ways during the| 
past twenty-five years. Still, men are not yet as 
one regarding the solution of this problem, the 
source of a number of evils. 

In 1921, Professor A. B. Forsberg, now on the 
Faculty of the University of Chicago, but at that 
time of Madison, Wis., was invited to attend the| 
biennial meeting of the Catholic Central Verein off} 
Wisconsin, held at Marshfield, for the purpose of 
enlightening the delegates on an unemployment bill 
pending in the assembly of that state. Prof. Fors- 
berg was also asked to participate in the sessions of 
the Committee on Resolutions, and otherwise assisted 
to a clearer understanding of the reasons back of 
the bill and its purposes. 

He was at that time invited by the Editor of 
Central-Blatt and Social Justice to contribute 
a series of articles on Unemployment Insurance to 
our journal. He promised to do so, but has only 
now been able to send us the following analysis of 
the question, consisting, first, of a complete state- 
ment of the problem, and secondly, of the affirma- 
tive and negative arguments in a clear-cut, definite 
form. The value of such a presentation is obvious; 
since the problem of unemployment is pressing for 
a solution, our readers will, we believe, appreciate 
this analysis, which is the introductory to Prof. 
Forsberg’s manual on Unemployment Insurance, 
soon to come from the press, 

eee 


RESOLVED: THAT OBLIGATORY UNE } 
PLOYMENT INSURANCE LEGISLATION) 
BE ENACTED. | 

Section One. 
Problem. 

I. Definition of unemployment: “A person is. 
unemployed who is seeking work for wages, but is 
unable to find any suitable to his capacities anc 
under conditions which are reasonable, judged by 
local standards. ‘This excludes those on strike or 
locked out, the unemployables, the work-shy, th 
ill and mentally or physically defective. It includes 
all those who are willing to work and able to work 
but unable to obtain suitable employment. — 

II. The problem of unemployment: ‘The ris 
of involuntary unemployment ranks 1st among th 
specific problems of labor.* _ > 


Introduction: Statement of the 


*) the.sterm: labor, wage-worker, or wage-ear 
used in this outline, refers to those who contribu’ 


: 
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‘A. The amount of unemployment at a given 
ae depends upon the amount of under-utilization 
the nation’s productive resources—of capital 
iuipment, land and labor—and it varies from one 
six millions. ‘There are two general types and 
turces of unemployment: ; 


1. Intermittent unemployment. The reservoir 
or reserve army continually increases and decreases 
ee as sa * * lays off and takes on work- 

S fe) e = y o 2eds y Y . 
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s S S, anagement practices, 
act of the elements, the seasons, etc. There are 
from 1,200,000 to 2,000,000 in this reserve in normal 
times. 

2. Cyclical unemployment. The general business 
depressions and industrial stagnation that follow 
boom periods of prosperity may add from three to 
four millions to the reserve. These depressions 
occur periodically as in 1907, 1914-1915, 1921. While 
all industries, including agriculture, are not affected 
with equal severity, the depressions are general. 
Thus the unemployed are afforded little or no op- 
portunity to shift from one industry to another. 

B. Every industrial wage worker is continually 
«posed to the risk of unemployment. ' 

_ 1. The duration of job tenure is a gambler’s risk; 
it may not depend upon efficiency, workmanship, or 
loyalty to industry. 

2. Every year the industrial wage worker loses 
an average of sixty days’ wages; thirty days’ wages 
due to unemployment, and thirty to part time work. 

3. Some classes of workers suffer more frequently 
and severely than others: 

a. Certain industries and establishments of 
the larger size have most unemployment. 

b. The unskilled, unprotected, and lowest paid 
are hit hardest. 

C. While this under-utilization of productive re- 
murces is a cost to the employing interests, and 
2prives the worker of 100 per cent of his wages 
then unemployed, the burden also falls heavily 
m others in society, even the least responsible: e. 
., the immediate cost to others may be expressed 
1 terms of: 

1. Bad debts and costly inventory risks, which 
result from irregular incomes and purchasing power 
of the community, to the retailers. 

2. Periodic depletion of farm labor supply during 
city industry’s boom periods with their short-lived 
high wage rates usually followed by depression and 
reduced city purchasing power, to the farmer. 

3. Drain on voluntary charity, to the local citizen. 
4. High level of prices, to the consumer. 

5. Family deterioration, stunted children, general 
want and its many psychological, moral, social and 
political consequences, to society and its institu- 
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tions. 
D. Some unemployment is unavoidable, for in- 
try requires. a reserve available for employment. 
he residual is attributed to the conditions which 
round the individual concern as well as to the 
ividual and collective personnel, production, mar- 
sting and financial policies of modern business. 


gies or brain and brawn to the emploving interests 
exchange for wages, usually fixed by the work period 


*) The term industry, employer or employing inter- 
efers to those who control industry and dictate its 
icies, to those generally included in the term enterpre- 
ir, whether in local residence or absent from direct 
ment. As the context may indicate, it may in- 
the bankers and the banking system so far as they 


_E, Obligatory unemployment insurance legisla- 
tion is one of many proposals advanced to meet the 
unemployment problem. 

II. The question involves :***) 

A. Reasonable extension and improvement in the 
effectiveness of existing laws. 

B. Protection, by legislative enactment, against 
a portion of the wage loss due to involuntary un- 
employment. 

; C. Liability for wage loss apportioned between 

industry and labor to approximate present stand- 

ards of recognized responsibility. 

Section Two. Affirmative. 

I. It is necessary that the employing interests be 
made liable for a part of the wage loss due to 
involuntary unemployment in order to mini- 
mize and mitigate unemployment. 

A. Present provision does not adequately pro- 
tect the worker, the consumer, and the community 
against the consequences of irregular employment. 

1. The wage worker’s income is unsufficient to 
enable him to bear adequately the wage loss due to 
enforced unemployment. The existing plant unem- 


ployment compensation plans are limited in scope 
and are not by nature permanent. 
2. Voluntary charity relief is inadequate, demoral- 
izing, and burdensome, and bears no relationship to 
responsibility. 

3. The consumer’s price, which should cover 
legitimate costs and profits, is now inflated to in- 


eK) Many different forms of obligatory unemploy- 
ment insurance legislation are in operation in other coun- 
tries, or have been proposed in this country. Each scheme, 
however, has the following essential provisions: 

1. Employers (or their insurers) must pay cash 
compensation payments to employes whom they 
lay off, who are unable to find other suitable em- 
ployment. The benefits payable are strictly limited 
as to amount, as to the time during which payments 
must continue and as to the conditions or qualifica- 
tions for receiving the compensation payments. 

2. All employers are required to insure their liabil- 
ity for the compensation payments, unless they 
establish their ability to meet all possible claims for 
such compensation for which they might become 
liable. 

3. Supervision over the administration of the un- 
employment compensation scheme is vested in some 
governmental department which (1) decides dis- 
putes between employers and employes; (2) super- 
vises insurance carriers: (3) has wide discretion to 
adopt all necessary rules and regulations; (4) con- 
ducts a state-wide co-ordinated employment ex- 
changes. Much of the actual work of administra- 
tion is carried out through the local free employ- 
ment exchanges, to which the unemployed workman 
who is an applicant for compensation must regularly 
report, and to which each employer will report his 
needs for heip. 

4. Aside from these essential provisions great 
variations are possible in a scheme of obligatory un- 
employment compensation, to meet peculiar con- 
ditions. The reserve funds from which the 
compensation is paid may be contributed to and 
controlled wholly by the employers, or may be 
partly met by contributions from employes and the 
state. Insurance may be provided by a state fund; 
a compulsory mutual association of employers; sep- 
arate industry or establishment funds; competing 
mutual and commercial insurance companies; or by 
combinations of two or more of these plans, as de- 
sired. Similarly, the compensation payable and the 
details of administration can be altered as desired. 


Se 
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clude much of the employer’s prevalent costs that 
accompany unemployment, such as the cost of in- 
efhcient management, waste, labor turnover, idle 
equipment and overhead that are common to most 
competing firms. 


B. In the absence of liability, the pressure of 


high overhead costs and the profit motive fails to in- 
duce general unemployment prevention in industry 
even though the merits of prevention are known. 


1. Industry’s unemployment costs are not gen- 
erally appreciated by those who determine the larger 
business policies. 

3. The inertia of custom, the prevailing tendency 
of “let good enough alone” and the “can’t” attitude 
thwart improvements in method and equipment and 
hence in unemployment prevention, 


3. The production of the few establishments that 
have stabilized employment is as yet insufficient to 
affect the market price through competition and to 
eliminate the inefficient concerns with high unem- 
ployment costs. 


4. The pressure of high overhead costs from pe- 
riodic unemployment fails to induce large concerns 
to prevent as long as the high profits from specula- 
tive plunging on a rising market are sufficient to 
care for reserves for capital overhead and as long as 
they can compel their employes to care for their 
own overhead. 


C. Past experience shows that compensation lia- 


bility has been corrective rather than punitive in 
its effect on the employing interests in inducing 
them to prevent, where prevention is reasonably at- 


tainable. 


It has been effective where the pros- 


pects of additional profits failed. 


1. Child labor laws were not generally observed 
until legislation placed a triple liability for damages 
for all injuries to children illegally employed. 


2. Though the possibiities of accident prevention 
were long known, practically nothing was done by 
industry until faced with compensation liability. 
Prevention is generally most effective in those states 
and in those occupations where the compensation 
liability is most costly. 

3. Though the possibilities of unemployment pre- 
vention were long known, practically nothing was 
done by industry until faced with compensation lia- 
bility; e. g.: 

a. Where a trade union agreement has levied 
compensation demands on an industry, success- 
ful prevention has been effected. 

b. The recent prospects of compensation lia- 
bility through unionism or legislation has in- 
spired the employing interests sporadically to 
attempt some prevention. 


D. Other proposals have failed effectively to 


meet the problem for which unemployment insur- 
ance is designed. 


1 They are voluntary, they may or may not be 
put into practice. 

2. They lack the one incentive universally effec- 
tive, financial liability, 

3. They should be encouraged but serve best as 
complementary measures to compensation liability, 
not as substitutes for it, : ) 

4. Compensation liability will assure more con- 
stant use of all practical preventative measures and 
will relieve the unemployed temporarily where pre- 
vention fails. 


II. Obligatory unemployment compensation legis- 


A. It is morally just. 


lation is sound in principle. 


’ 


1. Where the existence of a reserve of unemployed 
labor is necessary or advantageous to the employing 


B. It is economically sound. 
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interests who control the sources of exnploymey 
the obligation to contribute for part maintenan 
will be but proper compensation for benefits derive 

2. The employing interests are at least in pe 
responsible for existing involuntary unemploymey 
They have it within their power in dictating bu| 
ness policy to reduce materially the hazard. ry 
workers and consumer are least, if at all, respo} 
sible; still they bear the burden of unemployment, 

3. The employing interests are able to compe} 
sate for the waste of under-utilization of producti} 
capital and human resources resulting from uner} 
ployment. They are now compensating for it, b} 
only when compelled by superior power or autho} 
Ity Ve, Pay : 

a. By superior bargaining power investors r 
quire steady interest income, landlords requi 
rent, staff officers require salaries, etc., quite r) 
gardless of the regularity of production, 

b. By legal authority public utilities levy | 
minimum charge as compensation for maint 
nance while waiting ready to serve. | 

c. By their bargaining power some _ trac 
unions hold industry liable for compensatic 
when it fails to provide steady work. 

d. By legislative enactment industry is no 
liable for compensation for unemployment dt 
to accidents and occupational diseases eve 
when industry is not entirely responsible. 

e. But the unemployed worker and the uno 
ganized consumer are unable to shift the burde 
onto those responsible in the absence of obligz 
tory compensation. 

4. It asks industry to begin to recognize th: 
the overhead of human labor (his living cost) 
deserving of consideration at least equal to th 
overhead of inanimate capital. 

5. It will tend to establish balance and to equaliz 
bargaining power between producing and consur 
ing groups in society, thus making it more difficu 
for the strategically situated to hold up prices b 
shutting off production and supply; for 

a. To shut down factory production will b 
more costly. 

b. If a shutdown is executed, the compens 
tion cost will tend to offset the advantage t 
employers: 

(1) Of the effect on wage levels of ir 
creasing the reserve of unemployed; 

(2) Of the effect of restricting productio 
on price levels of factory products. 

6. It will elevate the maintenance of the involun 
tarily unemployed from the level of poor relief fo 
the abject to the level of citizenship. Their mai 
tenance will be regarded as an industrial citizen’ 
right, a just compensation for maintenance of bod 
and mind while waiting ready to render again loya 
service to industry at its call. 

It is the duty of government to protect it 
citizens from such iniquities, especially where th 
iniquities are preventable and the means of preven 
tion both practicable and profitable. 


f 


2. Since competition with concerns in other state 
will prevent the inefficient employers with much ur 
employment from passing on the high compensatic 
costs to the consumer in the form of higher price: 
it must be paid either from profits or from eco 
omies effected by reduction of wastes including u 
employment. 


3. By placing on each concern in a state an ad 
tional cost burden that varies with the amount 
its unemployment from practically nothing to px 
sibly 1% to 214 per cent of the payroll, it y 
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hasten the elimination of the inefficient concerns 
with high overhead and unemployment, and accel 
erate the development of those concerns that Baers 
steady employment. The resultant increases in 
management economies and improved production 
morale will increase industry’s advantage in com- 
petition with other states, and will benefit ‘the 
workers, efficient concerns, and the consumers; for 
it will: vie, 
a: Displace the short-sighted unemployment 
fear incentive (which is effective only during 
job shortage periods) with one that lasts 
through labor shortage periods, and makes for 
efficient workmanship and loyalty. 


b. Afford wider spread of overhead costs and 
lower per unit labor costs without reducing 
the worker’s income. 


c. Induce the employing interests and labor 
to render their best to increase quantity, econ- 
omy and regularity in production as a universal 
means of securing steady incomes and profits 
rather than to continue the restriction of output 
practices common to both. 

d. Reduce prices to levels that more closely 
correlate with legitimate costs; for prices are 
set by the comparatively efficient concerns 
rather than by marginal or least efficient con- 
cerns operating at or near a loss. 


4. Where a concern endeavors and temporarily 
fails to eliminate unemployment and must pay com- 
pensation, the benefits it derives should more than 
offset the compensation cost. 

5. It is actuarially sound, for unemployment is 
an insurable risk. A state wide obligatory insur- 
ance plan will increase the soundness and economy, 
and tend to reduce the risk, for: 

a. It will afford a wide spread of risks. 

b. It will increase the workers’ assurance of 
protection. 

c. It will afford each concern the benefit of 
wide experience in prevention methods. 

6. It will reveal information essential to the pre- 
vention of unemployment, such as the actual facts 
concerning the amount, distribution, and causes of 
unemployment. The cost of unemployment will 
also be revealed to the employing interests assa 
distinct cost separate from the “omnibus overhead 
cost” concept. 


C. It is socially desirable. 


1. It will relieve the locality of the burden of: 

a. Maintaining the unemployed through pub- 
lic and private charitable measures, local retail 
credit, etc. 

b. The demoralizing effect of the continuous 
influx and efflux of transient workers. 

2. It will protect the farmer and the small busi- 
ness from the injurious practices of large concerns, 
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expansion of labor force, and the ensuing period 
of sudden plant shutdowns and stagnation; for 
a. It will assure them more steady, loyal and 
efficient labor supply. Wholesale labor steal- 
ing (at times when farmers need labor most) 
and sudden or irregular expansion of working 
force will be more costly than conservative or 
gradual expansion, he pia 
b. It will assure them fewer risks from price 
changes, from inventories and bad debts, due 
to irregularities of local earnings and purchas- 
ing power. 

3. It will protect the local citizen workman and 
his family from the physical, mental and spiritual 
demoralization that results from: ; 

a, Uncertainty of job tenure while at work. 

b. Physical and spiritual deterioration when 

forced into unemployment, due to: 
(1) Uncertainty of amount and duration 


of voluntary charity assistance. 


— a 


. 


both during the period of rush orders, and sudden — 


(2) Demoralization from being forced to 
accept charity when work is denied. 

(3) Loss of skill and efficiency while 
forced to idle. 

c. Subjection of the family of the unem- 
ployed to interference and petty spying into 
matters of private life at the hands of unregu- 
lated voluntary welfare and charitable organi- 
zations, unscientific though well-meaning social 
workers, philanthropists, and uplifters. 

4. It will make universal the benefits of, and 
assure permanency to, the successful schemes for 
preventing and remedying unemployment now in 
operation in individual establishments. 

5. It will tend to prevent the growth of industrial 
conditions that produce unemployables, permanent 
casuals, migratory hoboes and tramps; for it will 
create a lasting interest in better job co-ordination, 
in vocational training and guidance, in sound per- 
sonnel and management policies and in stable labor 
relations. 

6. It will remove one of the main obstacles that 
prevent industrial peace. 

7 Tt will increase the number of steadily em- 
ployed with steady real incomes and thus make 
possible home ownership, thrift and regularity of 
living standards, fundamental factors essential for 
good citizenship, the absence of which makes for 
revolt and social unrest. 


(To be concluded) 


Twenty-five Years of the J uvenile Court 

An anniversary of great significance ite 
history of social welfare, as far as it concerns 
children, was commemorated on January 2 -diand 
4 of this year, at Chicago. It was the twenty- - 
fifth anniversary of the founding of the Juvenile 
Court and the fifteenth of the establishment of 
the First Institute for Juvenile Research. Both 
events mark definite stages in our concern for 
handicapped and wayward children, and both of 
these institutions have been leading factors in 
determining our present attitude towards juve- 
nile delinquents. ; 

The leading authorities of our country on social 
and preventive work for youthful transgressors 
were present at these commemorations and gave 
the large audience the results of their years of 
study on the important problem of juvenile de- 
linquency. Judge Ben Lindsay was there and so 
was Judge Victor Arnold of Chicago. Both of 
them were hopeful for still greater progress of 
this important movement—the juvenile court— 
and both spoke from a rich experience gained 
through years of earnest study of the problems 
that daily confront them. The Hon. Julian Mack, 
formerly Judge of the Juvenile Court of Cook 
County, Illinois, explained one of the chief 
features of the Jufenile Court, its Chancery Pro- 
cedure, while Miss Grace Abbott gave a brief 
summary of the Juvenile Court movement 
throughout the world. 

‘It could not be expected that wonderful una- 


‘nimity would characterize the opinions of the va- 


rious speakers—-judges, jurists, probation officers 
and psychiatrists. In fact, there was a marked 
difference of opinion noticeable during the three 
days. But in a question of such far-reaching im- 
plication—the causes and best treatment of © 


youthful delinquents—dissenting views would - 
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naturally be forthcoming. While Judge Frederic 
P. Cabot of the Juvenile Court of Boston held 
that it is possible to have an “ideal institution” 
for the detention of children accused of crime, 
Dr. George W. Kirchwey, ex-warden of Sing- 
Sing Prison, mercilessly flayed our present sys- 
tem of punishing delinquents by imprisonment in 
penal institutions. He practically maintained 
that they are “factories of crime.’ At least he 
led his hearers to believe that this was his 
opinion by telling them a story from the days of 
his wardenship at the famous New York prison. 
But Dr. Kirchwey also admitted that he had 
lately been reading Voltaire’s philosophic novel, 
Candide, which sneers at religion, government 
and all human weakness. Perhaps this book 
gave his remarks such a pessimistic turn. 


Dr. Miriam Van Waters, Referee, Juvenile 
Court of Los Angeles, Calif., referred to three 
causes of juvenile delinquency: broken homes, 
the disastrous influence of the late war, and pre- 
mature mechanization. By the last factor she 
meant the numerous devices for amusement—the 
auto, the movies, the facilities for rapidly moving 
from place to place, and all the other instrumen- 
talities ministering to the pleasure sense. It is, 
no doubt, true that ready access to the. many 
forms of commercialized amusements has proved 
a pitfall to unguarded youth. 


This speaker, in a second address, also ex- 
pressed her belief that we have lost our religious 
values and sanctions of conduct—a statement too 
often reiterated, and uncritically accepted by 
audiences. A similar statement was made in the 
final address of the convention by Ernest R. 
Groves, Professor of Sociology, University of 
Boston. He frankly asserted that youth today 
demands a scientific standard of morals to re- 
place religious codes. Unfortunately, there was 
no discussion at this last meeting, so the asser- 
tion had to pass unchallenged. 

Father Siedenburg of Loyola University, Chi- 
cago, made a very good remark which found favor 
with many of his hearers when he said that the 
juvenile court should, after all, be regarded only 
as a stepping stone to something better, and 
that perhaps at some future time we might be 
able to do without the court. He referred, of 
course, to the elimination of the causes that 
make for juvenile delinquency—a desirable. 
though, at present, hardly realizable, hope. 

The present writer could not but feel that as 
in many other social movements, so too in the 
field of children’s welfare work, Catholics, in 
spite of their many institutions for neglected 
childhood, have yet much to learn. At least it 
must be admitted that modern scientific agencies 
to eliminate evils that interfere with the normal 
and healthy development of childhood, are con- 
trolled by those outside the Church, and some- 
times by workers outspokenly hostile to any 
principle drawn from religion or Revelation, that 
_ may nevertheless prove a great boon to those 
working in this holy cause—the saving of our 


ete, 


— 


youth from the multiplied moral dangers of these 
days. 

Perhaps the careful study of the papers read at 
these anniversaries—which are to be published in 
book form—will give new zeal to our own work- 
ers in a field which has been cultivated by the 
Divine Master Himself. We ought to make our 
own the principle of the Institute of Social and 
Religious Research of New York, which is, “to 
combine the scientific method with the religious 


motive.” ALBERT Muntscu, S. J. 


Accentuating the Demand for a ‘‘Pro- 


gram of Our Own.’’ 
There is little doubt that, what for want of a 
better term we shall call reaction, is at present tri- 
umphantly in the saddle the world over, Russia 
excepted. But it is this very country which has 
helped to bring about this condition. The very 
ghost of Bolshevism sufficed to drive the Labor 
Government out of power in Great Britain. In 
fact, the Labor Monthly contends that MacDonald 
had achieved little else while in office than the 
smoothing of the way of the bourgeoisie—‘“here 
to put the noose on the necks of the German work- 
ers and prepare the capitalist offensive in England, 
there to sanctify repression and terror in India, 
there to divide the Russian and British workers, 
there to split the working class movement at 
home.” Thus, while the MacDonald Labor Gov- 
ernment was hailed, as the editorial claims, “by 
all the supporters of the Second Internationale as 
a ‘bloodless revolution’ and the opening of a new 
period for the working class,” it has, according to 
the same opinion, “ended in—and actually smoothed 
the way for—the strongest and most open govern- 
ment of bourgeois class dictatorship in modern. 
British history.’’*) % 
Due to the fact already mentioned, but above all 
to the tremendous increase of the power of profit-_ 
seeking loan capital and its demands to be per- 
mitted to carry on in safety, the conditions are 
very much the same in all countries the world over. 
Henri Barbusse claims to have tried to convince 
Anatole France, lately deceased, “that the moment 
had come when the intellectuals had to choose be- 
tween bourgeois ideology, whose bankruptcy was 
being revealed in every corner of the earth, be- 
tween that and the cause of the laboring masses— 
a straight and narrow cause that allows of no com- 
promise.” Now, this is the vital question: What 
position are the Catholics of the industrialized 
countries of Europe, America and Australia going 
to adopt in this crisis? They may put their ea1 
to the ground to learn in what direction t 
should move. It will seem to them at one ti 
that the demands of the bourgeois are justifie 
and that they are certain of winning; at anothe 
time they will be quite as certain that the masse 
are correct and that they will carry the 
Catholics may, however, in either case, be be 
on the wrong horse, and, having been gt 


*) The Labour Monthly, Decy 1924/opy 706.0 - sae 
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merely by expediency, they may find themselves 
with the losing party in the end. But even if they 
bhould be with the winners, they will be simply 
aiding in the ruin of society, since neither the 
pourgeois ideology nor the ideology conceived by 
socialistic or communistic leaders can bring about 
a true reform. It is an error to believe that radi- 
calism is the only power that may ruin a people; 
that internal corruption which is so very apt to 
we engendered by liberalism is just as likely to 
cause the most dire results. It is really quite im- 
material whether a nation go down in a cataclysm 
of fire and blood, or decay like a person whose 
very flesh is corrupting while the blood is. still 
circulating through his veins. 

There is only one position for Catholics to take, 
and that is the one which Pius X has assigned to 
them when he said: “It is supremely necessary 
that Catholic activity should seize the opportune 
moment, should advance courageously, should 
bring forward its own solution and urge the recog- 
mition of it by a strong, active, intelligent and 
well-organized propaganda, so as to be able to 
confront directly the propaganda of the enemy.” 
‘This must be done, as Leo XIII wrote Cardinal 
‘Langenieux, “for the sake of humanity, our Church 
‘and our country because, solved the ques- 
tion will be in one way or the other.’’ And, as 
ithe late Father Plater, S. J., has so well expressed 
it, “Unless we co-operate in its solution (i. e., of 
the social question), it wiil be solved on secular- 
istic principles; that is, in a manner not conducive 
ito the best interests of man and society.” 


Warder’s Review 


“We Have Changed All That.” 

With bitter irony The Japan Weekly Chronicle 
of Kobe, Japan, in its issue of December 11, 1924, 
makes the following comment on the Lucy Stone 
League fight for the right of married women to 
retain their own names: “The idea that married 
people should be known by the same name was 
rather convenient in those medieval times when 
it was assumed that the outcome of marriage would 


be children who would require to have a name. 


Now, nous avons changé tout cela!” 


Some Produce Honey and Honeycombs, Others 
Spiders’ Webs 

_ Theodore Rooseveit’s introduction to the book 

edition of the Report of the Commission on Coun- 

try Life, published in 1911, contains the following 

statement: 

~ We were founded as a nation of farmers, and in spite 

of the great growth of our industrial life it still remains 

ue that our whole system rests upon the farm, that the 
elfare of ‘the whole community depends upon the wel- 


“not be better off without. 


plant and harvest the grain which is to sustain 
both the children of God and the children of the 
world. 

While in our cities there dwell all too many use- 
less, or worse, drones, producing nothing of any 
value to mankind, the farmer must carry on what 
Andrew C. Malone, writing on “A Novelist of the 
Farm,” in the Irish Statesman, calls the “greatest 
and the most ruthless of all the struggles with the 
forces of nature, for upon it the very existence 
of humanity depends.” It is, indeed, as he says, 
“a contest of epic magnitude,’ yet very little is 
ever spoken or written about it. 

Nor would our manufacturers, agents, dealers 
and vendors of face powder, puffs, perfumes, cheap 
silks and flimsy lingerie that fill no real want, of 
worthless imitations and adulterated goods that in- 
jure people’s health, understand what it is all 
about. ‘They profit greatly by producing and sell- 
ing articles which neither nourish nor comfort, nor 
help create true joy; which are worse than useless 
even when they are not harmful, because the labor 
and raw material expended on them, and needed 
otherwise, are wasted. This they consider to be as 
it should be since it serves their selfish purpose, 
to make money easy and fast, so well. 

In the glory of their ill-gotten gains such men 
do not realize, or perhaps care to realize, that the 
most ignorant and inefficient “hill billy” is a far 
nobler human being than any one of them. He 
labors in the sweat of his brow, at least at times, and 
produces by his toil something that will sustain life ; 
he feeds at least himself and his family with the 
products of his clearing. Men who engage in mak- 
ing and selling adulterated, shoddy or otherwise 
worthless articles, produce nothing people would 
A single razor-back hog 
possesses more genuine value than the entire out- 
put of a powder-puff factory. 

But, let some such producer of dishonest wares 
accumulate a fortune, and he will be accounted an 
estimable citizen! In reality he is a parasite ; more- 
over, a society which permits such parasites to 
flourish, while the tillers of the soil must go a- 
borrowing, is setting a premium on hurrying the 
advent of the day “when all our bees’ business 
turns to spiders’; and for honey-comb we have 
only resultant cobweb, blown away by the next 
breeze.” ; ze 


A Shameful Admission and a Wrong Conclusion. 

Addressing an almost wholly sympathetic St. 
Louis audience on the Child Labor Amendment, 
Miss M. Chambers, member of the legislature of 
the State of Arkansas, among many other things 
said that state labor officials welcome the amend- 
ment “because it will strengthen their position.” 
Continuing, she explained that those whose duty 
it is to enforce existing state child labor laws are 
frequently subjected to pressure and reminded of 
precedents for exemptions, and thus find it incon- 
venient, if not indeed extremely difficult, to enforce — 
the law as they would like to. They favor the 


proposed amendment, Miss Chambers said, because 


at 


ny 
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it would give them the backing of the Federal 
Government; if the amendment were in force they 
could point to it and the federal power behind it 
and advise those seeking to circumvent the law 
that that power is not to be tampered with. 
What is this if not a shameful admission on the 
part of a legislator of a sovereign state of the 
Union that self-government has broken down, that 
we must delegate our rights, and the power that 
must go with them, to the Federal Government at 
Washington, since the men we put into office in 
those lesser civil entities called state, county, city, 
are either unwilling or unable to perform their 
duties! We must put our trust in federal officers, 
is what Miss Chambers says; your governor and 
all other officials elected by you, or appointed by 
the men you have placed in office, do not execute 
the laws, regardless of their oath of office and 
obligation to uphold them! But is it not a matter 
of common knowledge that the federal laws have 
lost their terror for evil-doers? And even if that 
were not the case, the experience of European 
nations proves conclusively that it is folly to pur- 
chase the benefits of centralized power at the ex- 
pense of those inherent in the federative system, 
which depends on the intelligent management of 
home affairs by the organic groups of society, the 
family, municipalities and states constituting the 
federation, and, furthermore, those associative eco- 
nomie bodies that should function as do the cells 
in the human body. The most terrible revolutions 
of modern times, the great French revolution and 


that inaugurated by the Bolshevists, occurred in - 


highly centralized states. 

The craving to increase the federal power is, in 
part at least, symptomatic of the hopelessness of 
many to bring about a correction of certain abuses 
by any other than the most drastic means. Such 
utter hopelessness is not warranted. The citizens 
of the separate states can be aroused to a realiza- 
tion of the duty to manage their own affairs. It 
will probably require intensive, long-continued ef- 
forts to stimulate and strengthen their self-reliance 
and sense of responsibility. But this can and must 
be accomplished if our people are not to witness, 
perhaps in the lives of men now living, the col- 
lapse of our federated form of government and 
the establishment of a merely nominal democracy, 
with federal appointees ruling the people—not in 
48 states, but in that many provinces of a central- 
ized America. : 


“y i Contract Prison Labor Should Be Abolished. | 


_ The. success obtained by organized labor in 


_ faising wages and gaining many other advan- 


__ tages denied the unorganized workers, the white 


lar men, small storekeepers, entrepreneurs 
farmers, has led many of our people to re- 
rd with a certain indifference even justifiable 
ands put forward by the America 
d la federated with it 
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| prison system. On one occasion he saw a litth 


n Federa- | 


lieve that this is just another selfish claim on th 
part of a body of men already occupying | 
favored position. 
Undoubtedly organized labor has its own in 
terests in mind when’ demanding the abolition o 
contract prison labor. However, there are suf 
ficient reasons why all those who have the wel 
fare of society as a whole at heart should assis 
the endeavor to abolish that system. A _ distin 
guished member of the Indiana Bar, Judge Jame 
A. Collins, of Indianapolis, has well stated thy 
reasons why contract labor in prisons should bt 
done away with, while the profit obtained fro 
the labor of convicts should go to them and thei 
dependents, by way of compensation for th 
honest efforts of the former. . 
In referring to the Indeterminate Sentence 
Law in an address, delivered before the Indiang 
State Bar Association in July, 1923, he says tha 
it does not, in spite of its human purpose and 
spirit, fulfill the mandate of the Constitution 
“It was never intended under this sublime an 
exalted injunction,” Judge Collins continues, “te 
confiscate the labor of the men behind the walls! 
It was never intended to provide for the in- 
famous system known as contract labor that con- 
tinued so long in our penal institutions! It was 
never intended to increase poverty and a 
by completely depriving the wife and children o 
their only hope for support, thus permitting cor- 
porations or individuals to wax rich on the labor 
of the State’s delinquents, and at the expiratio 
of his prison term, to place in his hands the 
princely sum of $5.00 and a railroad ticket back 
to his home!” ’ {ae 
Judge Collins pleads for a system of com- 
pensation for the inmates of penal institutio 
“Such a system established in our own penal 
institutions” (meaning those of the State of In- 
diana), he told his audience, “would do much 
toward relieving the distress brought upon the 
dependents of those incarcerated in those insti- 
tutions. It would also provide a means of sup 
port for the single men when granted a parole.’ 
He drew upon his own experience to prove whai 
misery and poverty comes to the dependents o 
those convicted of crime through our presen 


woman leaving the court room crying bitterly 
after her husband had been committed to th 
reformatory. He later learned that on the fol 
lowing day she became a mother and that ab 


oth 


those who would | 
X.that Catholi 
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SOCIAL REVIEW 


ANTI-CENTRALIZATION. 
The judicial committee of the British Privy 
juncil has held that the Canadian Industrial 
sputes Act, popularly known as the Lemieux 
t, is a violation of the British North American 
t (Canada’s constitution). The judgment, de- 
ered by Lord Haldane, held, in effect, that un- 
- the B. N. A. Act, Canadian provinces have 
clusive jurisdiction in matters affecting prop- 
y and civil rights. 
IIt does not appear,” said Lord Haldane, “that there 
anything in the Dominion Act which could not have 
rn enacted by the Ontario Legislature, excepting one 
yvision: the field for operation was the whole of 
nada.” 
Whatever else may be the effect of the enactment of 
industrial disputes act,” continued Lord Haldane, 
iis clear that it is one which could have been passed 
ifar as any province was concerned by a Provincial 
zislature under section 92 of the B. N. A. act, for its 
Dovisions were concerned directly with the civil rights 
‘both employers and employes in the province.” 
Chis case was carried to the Privy Council in London, 
the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario, 
ich operates the provincial-owned hydro-electric sys- 
a, The commission had refused to recognize the law 
pa dispute with its employes, on the ground that the 
pmision government cannot infringe upon provincial 
‘hts. The question was carried through the various 
irts of Canada and then on to the highest judicial 
hbunal in the British empire, which now sustains the 
rydro-Electric Commission. 


TAXATION. 

‘The author of what the Antigonish Casket 
lls “a thoughtful study of the tax situation as 
saffects Nova Scotia farmers,’ contends in the 
tncluding chapter of his article, published in 
Farmer’s Guide under the title: ‘Farmers’ 
tax Burden is Unbearable,” that under our 
fesent (i. e., Canadian) system of increasing 
kxation, we are promoting ultimate ownership 
farm lands by the State, which means nothing 
bore nor less in practice than socialism. If the 
~w of seizure for taxes were enforced today, a 
ery large proportion of the land would become 
own property. What then?” 


| SECRET SOCIETIES. 
‘The Order of De Molay for boys between six- 


mm Advocate (issue of January 28) to now have 
world membership approximating 150,000.” 
The editorial item, entirely favorable to that organiza- 
n, furthermore says: “What the Boy Scout movement 
d for the younger boys, the Order of De Molay is now 
ndeavoring to do for the older boys, but in advanced 
hools and methods of training adaptable to the age 
ind preparatory to manhood’s years.” 
’ 

: ANTI-BIRTH CONTROL. . 
Four workingmen in the Paris area have re- 
-ived 25,000 francs each for having large fami- 

s. They are a laborer in an oil distillery with 
iving children out of 12, a railway porter 


en, and a sawmill laborer with 12 children 
z out of 14. . . 


ben and twenty-one is said by The St. Louis Chris- 


1 children, a railway draughtsman with 8 


° : gal sa ; 

The prizes are awarded by the Academie Francaise for 
M. and Mme. Cognacq-Jay, the donors, with the object 
of encouraging large families in France. 


BIRTH CONTROL MOVEMENT. 

That Margaret Sanger, President Birth Control 
League of America, had addressed 200 divinity 
students at Yale is the claim of a newspaper item 
published in a number of papers early in January. 

The report furthermore states that Mrs. Sanger’s son, 
Stuart, is a freshman in the Divinity School, and that 


graduate students of divinity are planning to organize a 
special birth control discussion class. 


The Sixth International Birth Control Confer- 
ence will be held at the Hotel McAlpin in New 
York from March 25 to 31, under the auspices of 
the American Birth Control League, of which 
Margaret Sanger is President. 

Among the speakers will be E. M. East, Ph. D.,, 
Harvard; lL, J. Cole, Ph. D., University of Wisconsin; 
C. C. Little, President of the University of Maine; 
Raymond Pearl, Ph. D., Johns Hopkins, and W. F. 
Osburn, Ph. D., Columbia. 


SEAMEN’S WELFARE. 

The American Seamen’s Friend Society of New 
York City has, since its beginning, shipped and 
reshipped 28,604 libraries containing 675,726 vol- 
umes. Long study of the sailor, much of it on 
board ship, has led the society’s officials to real- 
ize that the higher grade works are not too “high- 
brow” for the seaman. “Pilgrim’s Progress,’ for 
instance, has been a part of the libraries for sixty- 
five years and is considered the outstanding fa- 


vorite of all. 

In selecting the sailors’ books, the society preserves a 
constant ratio of one-third religious books and two-thirds 
those of fiction and’travel: In 1859, when the libraries 
were started, the entire content was religious, but later 
romance and adventure tempered the religious subjects. 


CRIME AND CRIMINALTY. 

A. law prohibiting the advertising in magazines 
and newspapers of firearms for sale was proposed 
by Police Commissioner Herbert A. Wilson in his 
annual recommendations to the Massachusetts Leg- 
islature. He also urged further restrictions on fire- 
arms sales as a curb on crime. 


Federal officials in the last three years have 
made more than 177,000 arrests for violation of 
the Volstead Act and fines of nearly $18,000,000 
have been imposed in addition to jail sentences 
aggregating 7,000 years, according to Prohibition 
Commissioner Haynes. Of the 120,000 criminal 
cases terminated in the Federal Courts, there ‘have 
been 94,300 convictions. 


INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS. ; ss 
In the first eight months of 1924, according eve > 
the figures of the Pennsylvania Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Bureau, the number of days ea 
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coal mine accidents in the state alone reached the 
appalling total of 4,472,490. 

Commenting on coal mine disasters, the editor of Coal 
Age pointedly remarks: “The ugly feature is that we 
have known how to forestall them for so many years and 
still the accidents happen.” 


MINIMUM WAGE. 

The Welfare Commission of California has es- 
tablished a minimum wage of $16 for women 
employed in laundries. Paul A. Sinsheimer of the 
Mercantile Trust Company, a member of the 
commission, dissented, Holding that this figure is 
inadequate; that it should be not less than $17 to 
$17.50. 

“American industry,” Commissioner Sinsheimer says, 
“does not ask for its profits at the expense of its woman- 
hood, .. . It is sincerely to be hoped that America may 
retain legislation to safeguard women and children in in- 
dustry both as to hours and as to wages. ... The only 
right it abridges is the right to deny a living to the 


woman who must work and who is willing to work faith- 
fully for a livelihood.” 


ARBITRATION. 

Wages of compositors employed on the Jour- 
nal, the Sentinel and the Evening Wisconsin, of Mil- 
waukee, have been raised to $1.02%4 an hour for day 
work and $1.12% for night work. The old rates 
were 97 11-12 cents and $1.08%. \ The publishers 
asked for decreases. The parties were deadlocked 
in an arbitration board and they agreed on Rev. 
Fr, F. J. Haas of St. Francis Seminary, St. Fran- 
cis, who wrote the award. 

The printers made a strong point by quoting from Edi- 
tor and Publisher, issue of May 31, 1924, that with news- 
papers having a circulation of over 10,000 only 16.9 per 
cent of the publisher’s sales dollar is allotted to wages in 
the mechanical department. The arbitrator said that if 
the printers’ full demand were agreed to this would amount 
to but less than an additional 1 per cent of the production 
cost, and that the $2 increase which he awarded, amount- 


ing to one-fourth of the printers’ demand, was justified, 
in view of the low scale and an increased business revival. 


IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 

The German Society of Philadelphia, founded 
for the purpose of assisting German-speaking im- 
migrants coming to Pennsylvania, celebrated the 
one hundred and sixtieth anniversary on January 
fourth and seventh, 

_ On the former date a bust of the late Dr. C. J. Hexamer, 
for many years President of the Society, was unveiled, 
while on the latter date a banquet was held, attended by 
the representatives of a number of organizations, including 
the German Society of New York and that of Baltimore, 


which were founded for the same purpose as the Phila- 
delphia jubilarian. 


According to Raymond E. Cole, general secre- 
tary of the bureau of reference for migrating peo- 
ple, a work conducted under the auspices of the 
home missions council and the women’s council 
for home missions, more Protestant immigrants 
have been welcomed to the United States during 
the past twelve months than during any previous 
year since the starting of the bureau. The work- 


a 


tng of the new immigration law is said to make 


likely a steady increase in the Protestant propo 
tion of the new immigration. 


PROBERS: 

The General Baking Company, with offices ; 
New York, reports a net profit of $5,276,118 » 
1924, after all expenses and reserves for depreci:; 
tion, fixed charges and Federal taxes. Its n 
profit was $5,525,559 in 1923. 

The net profit for 1924, after allowing for dividem 
on the preferred stock, equaled $10.58 a share earne 
on 429,719 shares, as against $11.18 a share in 192 
After paying dividends on both preferred and commo 
the company reported a surplus of $1,971,604 for tk 
year, making a profit and loss surplus of $6,586,423 < 


of Dec. 31. The balance sheet shows current asse} 
valued at $9,693,366 and_ liabilities aggregatin 
$2,206,995. 


The company operates plants in New York Cit: 
Brooklyn, Buffalo, New Haven and Waterbury, Conr 
Hartford, R. I, and Springfield, Mass. 


OVER-CAPITALIZATION. 

A survey by the government in 1919 shower 
there were 25,000 bakeries in this country witl 
a total investment of $509,000,000. According t 
Congressman Brand, from Ohio, a comparativeh 
small group of these bakers have capitalized thei 
business for $600,000,000, or $100,000,000 mor 
than is actually involved in the entire business it 
this country. “But this $600,000,000 capital i 
based on the profits that have been made in th 
last four years,” said Mr. Brand. “The Federa 
Trade Commission and the Department of Jus: 
tice are investigating this merger and, no doubt 
will arrive at sound conclusions.” 
Bread is selling at 8c to 10c a loaf in our country a 
present. To prove that this is an exorbitant price, Con 
gressman Brand called attention to the fact that the Unitec 
States army was baking bread as low as 134 cents a poun 
loaf for materials used. A concern in the District 0 
Columbia, which wholesales bread at 3 cents, is sellis 
the same bread to the Navy Department for 3.69 cent 


THE RED INTERNATIONAL, 

The object of the visit to Soviet Russia of- 
delegation from the General Council of the Briti 
Trades Union Congress is explained in The Le 
Wing (a new Socialist journal run by Guild Se 
cialists) of November 13, last, 


The General Council’s delegation is off to Russia, sa 
The Left Wing, paying a return visit to the Russia 
Trade Union movement. Will their visit be yet anot 
joy-ride, or will it at last accomplish something practic 
in the interests of working-class unity? I believe Pu 
and some others really mean business. They understar 
the need for international Trade Union solidarity, ar 
the impossibility of achieving it while the Russian Trac 
Unions are left outside. The division between the A 
sterdam and the Red Trade Union Internationals m 
in greater or less degree, an inevitable cleavage - 
every national Trade Union movement. It is hopeless | 
expect the rival Internationals (which are, of cour: 
quite distinct from the rival Socialist Internationals) 
settle their differences between themselves. The best hoy 
therefore, is for some national group—the least im 
in the quarrel—to try its hand at the task of recon¢ 
For many reasons the British Unions have been a 
affected by the internecine 5 those o 
Continent; and this, and. 


vieff letter,” is the real | rpos “of 
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ion Mission to Russia. They have to find a formula 
- reuniting European Trade Unionism. 


HOUSING. 

‘Empty British military barracks in the Free 
hate are being largely used to diminish the hous- 
x shortage. Dublin barracks are being convert- 
into dwellings for the working classes, and this 
un is being followed also in the provinces. ‘The 
llitary barracks in Tipperary have been handed 
er by the government authorities to be used as 
rvellings for the townspeople. 

‘A grant of $25,000 has been sanctioned from the unem- 


bo»yment fund and this will be supplemented by a further 
nant to Tipperary of $7500 from the Housing Act Fund. 


!Four New York Needle Trades Unions are con- 
mplating the expenditure of one billion dollars, 
; an initial investment, on a block of model 
yartment houses, as part of a general housing 
theme to furnish comfortable and up-to-date 
»mes for workers employed in these trades. 
‘he unions are the International Ladies’ Gar- 
eent Workers’ Union, the Amalgamated Cloth- 
tg Workers of America, the Furriers’ Union 
bid the Cap Makers’ Union. The financial fac- 
ors in the proposed plan are the International 
ank, owned by the Garment Workers, and the 
imalgamated Bank, owned by the Clothing 
Vorkers. 

‘The unions in the needle trades represent about 150,000 
corkers in that city. It is hoped by those interested in 
ie undertaking that the plans will permit rentals of be- 
veen $8 and $10 a room. The plans will be made so 
s to obtain maximum space for light and air. Gar- 
pens, children’s playgrounds and play space will be 
rovided. 

“Our people recognize the importance of proper homes,” 
aid Abraham Baroff, General Secretary-Treasurer of the 
nternational Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. “They 
miffer probably more than any other single group from 
bne slum evils and high rents.” 


; ORGANIZED LABOR. 

“Members of the International Ladies’ Garment 
Vorkers’ Union have established in New York 
successful dental clinic which has given 30,000 
rreatments at a cost of $70,000. Profits will be 
mvested in more equipment and extending the 
thildren’s free clinic. The clinic is run on the 
ro-operative. plan. 


An old-line life insurance enterprise has been 
saunched by 939 members of the International 
rotherhood of Electrical Workers, under direc- 
on of their general officers and in connection 
ith their general offices in the Machinists build- 
in Washington, D. C. The Union Co-opera- 
Life Association, as it is called, wrote $1,600,- 
) of insurance the first week, ending November 
7, and with a capital of $100,000 and surplus: of 
$100,000 paid up, and no promotion costs, it antici- 
es a prosperity even greater than that gained 
-the labor banks. 

» electrical workers organized a death benefit asso- 
-among their own: mem 


bers in January, 1922, re-_ 


stricting the payments to $1,000 maximum for members in 
good standing for five years. September 30, 1924, this 
association had assets of $851,900. The general officers 
decided that with very little additional overhead expense 
they could go into the field of regular life insurance of 
all kinds. 


One of the strongest labor organizations of the 
country, the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engi- 
neers, is accused by the United Mine Workers, of 
operating mines, owned by it, “with scab labor.” 
The United Mine Workers’ Journal says, in the 
issue of January 1: “Strikebreakers are employed 
to take the places of members of the United Mine 
Workers of America who are out of work because 
Coal River Collieries refuses to negotiate a con- 
tract with the United Mine Workers. No rock- 
ribbed, stand-pat, hard-boiled, old-time non-union 
coal company could do worse than that.” 

On top of this comes the information of evic- 
tion notices having been served on the union miners 
occupying houses belonging to Coal River Collier- 
ies, the property of the locomotive engineers. Evvic- 
tion in the middle of winter means, says the min- 
ers’ journal, “hunger, freezing, sickness and, per- 
haps, death for those who are thrown out upon 
the mountainside. é 


CO-OPERATION, 

According to the figures given in Andelsbladet 
(the official organ of co-operation in Denmark), 
the collective turnover for 1924 of the societies 
engaged in the various branches of co-operation 
amounted to 1,763,100,000 kroner, as compared 
with 1,398,600,000 kroner for 1923. In other 
words, the turnover for 1924 is the highest re- 
corded in the history of the Danish co-operative 
movement, 

The collective increase of turnover for the year works 
out at 26 per cent, whilst the collective increases recorded 
for the various groups are as follows: Consumers’ so- 
cieties, 36 per cent; agricultural purchasing societies, 36 
per cent; agricultural productive and sales societies, 24 
per cent; miscellaneous societies, 1 per cent. 


Establishment of a Florida Citrus Exchange boat 
line, consisting of three steamships, to transport 
fruit of its members from Florida ports to Atlantic 
seaboard cities, is announced by L. C. Edwards, the 
president of the co-operative marketing organiza- 
tion. 

“The rate for fruit shipments over the Florida Citrus 
Exchange boat line will be 35 cents a box from Florida 
to New York,” said Mr. Edwards. “Compare this with 
the $1.65 per box freight rate that the railroads charge 
for a haul from Tampa to New York, or the $1.26 per 
box rate they assess for a shipment from Fort Myers 
to New York. On the whole, we expect to ship fruit over 
the Florida Citrus Exchange boat line at one-third the 
‘rate that-is available to other growers who do not have 
the advantage of membership in the Exchange.” 


O 


_ The Oklahoma act compelling contractors to 
pay the wage rate current in the locality where a 


project is under way, has been declared unconsti- 
tutional by the Federal Court. = el 


| Bslatter fiir die Gefdichte der deutfjen KatholiKen Amerikas 


Catholic Germans in the Making 
of America 


Under the title, “The Germans in the Making of 
America,” Frederick Franklin Schrader has re- 
cently written a book on “the political and general 
cultural influence of the German element in the 
founding, development and preservation of Amer- 
ican institutions.” The work is fairly well done, 
yet it differs but little in plan and general scope 
from the rather numerous books already published 
in English and in German, as Faust’s “German 
Element in the United States,” Cronau’s “German 
Achievements in America,” Bosse’s ‘‘Das Deutsche 
Element in den Vereinigten Staaten,” and the kin- 
dred publications of Ejickhoff, Goebel, Koerner 
and, to mention the first one last, Franz Loeher. 


Schrader’s book, however, bears one peculiar 
mark. All its precursors came from non-Catholic 
writers and sponsors, but this, the latest venture 
to show in proper light the memorable part the 
German racial element had in our political, eco- 
nomic and general cultural program, is published 
under the auspices of the Catholic order of the 
Knights of Columbus. The purpose of the publi- 
cation is well given by Dr. Edward F. McSweeny 
in his introductory chapter entitled, “The Racial 
Contribution to the United States”: 
land alone, but all Europe is the mother of the 
new race of men who may be called Americans.” 
The book, then, is but a part of a series of works 
to follow on the contributions of the various racial 
elements to our national characteristics and our 
economic and artistic wealth. 

Whilst we heartily approve of this purpose and 
feel deeply gratified at the many memorable facts 
of our German-American history being popular- 
ized by this effort of the Knights of Columbus, 
we cannot but express our regret at certain omis- 
sions or deficiencies, owing not so much to neg- 
lect, much less to any evil intention, but rather 
to a slipshod way of the writer to follow the 
leader, whoever he may happen to be. _ 

We fear Mr. Schrader relied for his general 
plan and for the presentment of the available 
material altogether too implicitly on non-Catholic 
sources. Of course, we could not expect a book 
of original research from his facile pen. Yet, to 
be of any lasting value any new work should be 
done with a certain freedom and latitude of in- 
vestigation under new points of view. This we 
expected when we read the announcement of a 
treatise on the Germans in the Making of Amer- 
ica, to be published under the auspices of the 
Knights of Columbus. 

We have studied the book and are disappointed. 
The Protestant and so-called liberal Germandom 
_ of America is the almost exclusive subject of Mr. 
Schrader’s discussion; the great mass of Catholic 
-Americans is ignored, and its contribution 


bi 
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American life or culture left in the dark, where _ 
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Bosse, Cronau, Faust and the others had left then 
before. Under these circumstances the title of the 
book is a misnomer. It should be the “Non: 
Catholic Germans in the Making of America, 
If, then, as the introduction states, “the standaré 
of the writer is the only one that will justify his. 
torical writing, the truth,” we would add in expla- 
nation, the whole truth. 

What a grand opportunity was here lost to tell 
the whole truth about the German racial contri- 
butions to America! 

The greatest institution, from every point of 
view, in the America of today is the Catholic 
Church. A man who has brains enough to think 
and not merely to feel must admit, on serious con- 
sideration, that the Catholic Church in America is 
the strongest, most compact and widely influential 
organization in America. It is not necessary that 
he believe her of divine origin and endowed with 
divine power, as Catholics do. Considered merely 
in her human aspects the Catholic Church appears 
to him as the one great support of law and order 
and the representative of all that is true and good 
and beautiful. He may see rifts in the Church’s 
armor, he may discover black stains on her bright 
shield, yet he must recognize that her influence on 
our people’s destinies is as good as it is great. 
To ignore this influence on the civilization of 
America is a fatal error—one that must produce 


false impressions, a strabismic view of American 


life, past and present. 5 
Indeed, Mr. Schrader does mention a few Cath- 
olic saints and scholars and missionaries, but he 
invariably misspells their names—Prince Gallatzin 
for Gallitzin, Bishop Naumann for Neumann—or 
omits them from the index, as Father Farmer 
(Steinmeyer), the noted Vicar General of Bishop 
Carroll of Baltimore. 
But how many Catholic bishops and priests and 
educators, who deserve at least a brief mention, 
does he not pass over in silence! We have to- 
day a Catholic population of about fifteen mil- 
lions. At least one-fifth of this number, three 
millions, are of German extraction. The number 
of German-American priests is about twenty- 
seven hundred, serving twelve hundred Germar 
parishes. These figures are, of course, only ap- 
proximately correct; yet we believe they are 
more likely too low than too high. ‘This vas 
organization was built up under most adverse cir 
cumstances, and remains, after all that was sai 
and done against it, the most substantial part « 
the greatest spiritual organization in our coun 
try. Does Mr. Schrader and his supporter 
among the K. of C. imagine that a true pictut 
of the German-American influence on the mak 
of America can be given without a proper 
tion of the spiritual, educational, and gen 
tural condition of these millions of 
man-Americans? We say, no. ~ 
This is, indeed, the most im 
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purse, we know that any reference to religion 
ad especially to the Catholic religion, is tahoe 
what is called “good society.” With what rea- 
pa, let our creme de la creme decide. In any 
sstorical study the cultural element is the main 
hing; the wars and the political schemes and 
ven the economic affairs are of secondary im- 
portance ; the state and progress of religion is the 
ery heart and life-blood of a nation’s culture. 
_Mr. Schrader knows that there were German 
jatholics in the Mississippi Valley before the 
syolution. Why did he not mention the names 
- the first pastor of St. Louis, that valiant Ger- 
aan, Father Bernard de Limpach, and his friend, 
1e one time chaplain in Rochambeau’s army and 
iter on pastor of Ste. Genevieve, Father Paul de 
t. Pierre (Heiligenstein)? They were of the 
vance guard of the thousands of German 
iests and bishops that built up the Church in 
ne heart of the continent. 
In the Southwest, Father Eusebius Kino is im- 
operly credited to the German race, he being of 
talian descent, but the author of an historical 
ssay on the Germans in America might have 
ound some very important information in the 
yonumental works of Fr. Zephyrin Engelhardt, 
ye historian of the Franciscan foundations in 
‘alifornia. As to the German pioneers of religion in 
he East as well as in the Middle West, he might 
aave consulted the historical portion of Central 
3latt and Social Justice, as well as the numerous 
uthentic sketches published by Dr. F. G. Hol- 
weck in the Pastoral-Blatt of St. Louis. The 
imount of new material brought to light by the 
defatigable researches of the learned doctor 
ind his co-laborers in the historical field is in- 
eed astonishing. Our Catholic Historical Reviews 
o£ Chicago, Washington and St. Louis seem to 
aave been unknown to Mr. Schrader. 
Among pioneer bishops of German blood we 
vould name as worthy of honorable mention 
fartin Henni, Michael Heiss, Frederick Katzer, 
ill of Milwaukee; then Michael Gross of Oregon; 
trederick Resé, first bishop of Detroit; John N. 
Neumann, of Philadelphia; the first bishop of Green 
ay, Joseph Melcher; the first bishop of Wilming- 
on, Thomas A. Becker; the third bishop of Cleve- 
cand, Ignatius Horstmann; Rupert Seidenbusch, 
9.S.B., first bishop of St. Cloud; Otto Zardetti, 
second bishop of St. Cloud and first archbishop of 
‘Bucharest; Martin Marty, O.S.B., first bishop of 
Sioux Falls and third bishop of St. Cloud, and the 
te st bishop of Fall River, Mass., Michael Stang. 
Ne regret that the lack of space prevents us from 
i ing the entire list of our German-American 
tbishops, most of whom have also done literary 
work of historical and scientific value. Among: 
tinguished educators, an Abbot Boniface Wim- 
r, founder of St. Vincent’s Abbey; a Dr. Salz- 


ing, founder of the Josephinum, and a num- 
others, especially founders of religious or- 
d institutions, must not be ignored in any 
al account of Germans in America. 


“— 


nn, founder of the Salesianum, and a Msgr. . 


The Catholic parochial school system of the 
United States is not a plant of recent origin. As 
early as 1741 the German pioneer-priest of Penn- 
sylvania organized and conducted such schools. 
Lucy Forney Bittinger, in her work “German 
Religious Life in Colonial Times,” devotes an 
entire chapter to this remarkable man. That the 
Catholic parochial school system has now at- 
tained such magnificent proportions is owing in 
a very large measure to the wisdom, persever- 
ance and unselfish spirit of the leaders of German 
Catholic thought during the last half century. In 
season and out of season Father Goller, Father 
Faerber and Father Muehlsiepen of St. Louis, 
Father Abbelen of Milwaukee and Father Enzl- 
berger of Illinois, to mention but a few of the 
many, preached the necessity, the absolute ne- 
cessity of having a Catholic school in the shadow 
of every Catholic Church. Mr. Schrader has not 
a word in regard to this grand cultural work ac- 
complished by Catholic Germans. 


Of military and political leaders of distinction, 
the German Catholics have furnished but a few 
and they are not to be compared to the non- 
Catholic representatives of German descent in these 
professions of arms and of the tongue. We need 
not, however, be ashamed of this deficiency, as 
our religion is the profession of peace and truth 
and honesty. 


As we come to Mr. Schrader’s rather fragmen- 
tary discourse on literature, art and science we are 
equally surprised by the absence of names that 
should be mentioned and the presence of names 
that deserve no special mention. The stereotyped 
names of “Kretz and Nies” as the ne plus ultra 
of German-American poetry shows a lack of knowl- 
edge just as dense as the usual combination, 
“Goethe and Schiller,” on the lisping lips of Anglo- 
American travelers in German lands. There are 
a number of equal if not greater importance in 
“our second literature,” as the German-American 
was formerly called. To mention but a few of 
these: There is Theodor Kirchhof, Kara Giorg 
and Michael Lochemes. ‘The balladist Udo Brach- 
vogel, the epic poets Schaele and Keilmann, the 
dramatists Zuendt and Henrici, and the brilliant , 
but rather Heineesque G. S. Viereck. (Of the 
Catholic writers we have given a brief account in 
a pamphlet that may be had for the asking.) Of 
the others, Zimmermann, Neef and, above all, the 
learned Rattermann, have written with real love 
and understanding. Rattermann’s historical works 
as well as “Der Deutsche Pionier’” seem to have 
escaped the notice of Mr. Schrader’s roving eye. 


We are sorry that Mr. Schrader, with all his 
literary skill and patient care, was not the right 
man for the task proposed by the Knights of Co- 
lumbus. It is a pity that money contributed by 
Catholics should serve to confirm the century-old 
prejudice that German Catholics in the United 
States are of little account in the formation of 
the American nation. We hope that the next — 
writer on German-American influence on the mak- — 


me 
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ing of America will take a wider survey, whilst 
possessing a deeper insight. We feel certain that 
he will find a Catholic German element as brightly 
distinguished as any other in the very things that 
are,most potent and beneficial in the make-up of 
a nation—a sincere and practical religious spirit, 
a deep love of what is truly beautiful, “a sense of 
order and justice, united with honesty, industry 
and business capacity.” We have purposely omit- 
ted all references to the living, except in as far as 
they are the authorities for what we stated. His- 
tory treats of the past; it is in the present that 
history is made. May the glories of our pred- 
ecessors inspire us to the highest efforts for God 
and our country. JoHN ROTHENSTEINER. 


Uns den Unfangen der Urjulinen-ieder- 
layjung in St. Louis. 

Wie die Wnnalen der Leopoldinifdhen Gejell}chaft 
m Wien, jo enthalten auch die Sahresberidte des Lud- 
wigs MttjjionSpereins 3u Mtiinchen 3zablreiche, werth- 
volle Briefe und Machridten aus unfrem Lande. 

Der Giite de3 Hoch. Herrn Pralaten F. G. Hol- 
wect verdanfen wir gwei auf die Griindung der Itie- 
derlajjung der Urjulinen in St, Louis fich beziehende 
Schreiben aus dem Sabre 1849, die diejer Quelle ent- 
jtammen. hre bejondere Bedeutung liegt darin, dab 
fie uns die Erlebnijje jener tapferen meibliden io- 
mere fdhildern, die ihre angenehme Setmath und die 
geordneten Berhaltniffe der alten Welt verlieBen, um 
hier in der Neuen Welt, ja im fernen, von der Kultur 
noch faum belecten Wejten Ordensniederlajfungen 3u 
griinden. 

Was deutjche Nonnen und Schweftern in unjrem 
Lande geleijtet auf dem Gebiete der Rranfen- und Wr- 
menpflege, der Rinder- und Ntaddenergiehung, wird 
noch immer nicht vollig gewiirdigt. Deutjde Tiichtig- 
feit, WuSdauer, Sleib, Sparjamfeit, verbunden mit 
tiefem religidjen Sinn, haben hier Grofes vollbracht. 
Wenn einjt die Gefdhidte der Caritas und des fatholi- 
fchen Ergiehungswejens unfres Landes in nicht borein- 
genomimener, gerecht abmagender Weife gefdjrieben 
werden wird, jo werden darin gange Rapitel rubmvol- 
IeS Zeugnis ablegen fiir jene Orden3frauen deutfdjen 
Stammes, die Hier aus fleinen WUnfangen die feqens- 
reiditen Unternehmen entwicelten im Laufe weniger 
’ Generationen. 

Die betden uns von Migr. Holtwec gur Verfiigung 
gejtellten Briefe werden Hiermit als interefjante, wenn 
auch bejdeidene Quellen zur Gejdhichte der weiblicen, 
von Deutidhland nach) Wmerifa verpflangten Orden 
und Genofjenfdhaften pverdffentlict. 

* * * 


Brief der Sdhmejter Ffabella er e- 
goina, Urjulinerin in St, Qounis8 in 
den Beretnigten Staaten, an die 
ehrwitrbdige orau Mutter des Urfu- 
Tiner Rloftersin Qands8hut, 

_ St. Vouts, den 26. Mat (1849). 
——- Mebe wiirdige Frau Mutter! 
amere sit der guberjidtliden Soffnung, dah Sie unfere 
erjten ‘Briefe aus Amerifa erhalten haben, jcjreibe id) 


geute gur Sortjegung unferer Reifebefdretbimg von 


oo 
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New-Yorf. Vor allem andern mug ich Shnen aber 
doc) gleic) gu Wnfang meines BriefeS die gliiclide 
Anfunft in St. QouiS, und die ganz Lliebevolle, Herg- 
liche, jchivejterliche Wujnahme in unjerer neuen Het- 
math melden. Gie fennen die Liebe und Giite unjerer 
fieben wiirdigen Mutter, und darum enthalte ic) mich, 
ihre itbergrope, miitterlide Gorgfalt Sbhnen in ihrem 
gangen Umfange au fcildern. 


Den 12. Mat find wir endlich Mtorgens um YF 
libr bon Yew-Yorf abgereijt; wir mupten itber den 
See jchiffen, und erft dann fonnten wir den Dampf- 
wagen bejtetgen, der uns bis Philadelphia fiihrte. 
Dod) nein, wir muten abermal auf einem Dampf- 
jchiffe eine Ueberfabrt von einigen Minuten machen. 
Gegen Wtittag landeten wir in der grofen und jchonen 
Stadt Philadelphia, leider fanden wir den Hochw. P. 
Redemptorijten nicht, weldem P. Miller unfere We 
funft an diejem Tage gemeldet hatte. Nun ging e& 
uns freilic) gtemlich fehlecht. Wir batten feinen Dole 
metfdher. Wiles fpracd) Englijch; itber eine Werle be 
merfte ung ein deutjdher Wirth, der un$ zudringlid 
fein Gajthaus aufdrang; eS blieb uns feine andere 
Wahl, wir folgten ihm nach, aber mit Entjegen er- 
fillte un der WAnblicf, denn eS glich alles mehr einer 
Rauberhohle. Bor Cfel und Unjawberfeit fonnte 
man nidts effen, Wes fhien un verdadtig und ret 
unbeimlich war uns allen gu Muthe. Wir empfabhlen 
uns dem Schube Gottes und Maria, und trachteten 
jobald wie moglich wieder weiter gu fommen. Zum 
dritten Male nun fubren air iiber’s Wajfer, dann hiek 
e$ wieder auf de Cijenbahn; e§ war 3 Ubr Nadhmite 
tag$, allein gegen 6 Uhr mupten wir 3um 6. Male 
wedhjeln und das Dampfboot bejteigen, da8 uns erft 
Nachts 11 Whr nad Baltimore bradte. Cin neues 
TiebeS Rreuglein beqriifte unS aud) in diejer frembden 
Stadt. Wir glaubten auf dem Schiffe ithernadhten 3u- 
fonnen, im Salle uns Niemand ertwartete, dod) das 
wurde uns nicht gewahrt, und wir feufsten lange alg 
arembdlinge um Hilfe. Sie erjdien vom Tieben Gott, 
Swei jpanifde Gerren, die auch 'Srangofijdh jpracen, 
nabmen fic) unjer an, verbalfen un$ ai unjeren Rot 
fern und forgten, dah wir in ein Sotel gefithrt wure. 
den. Giner von den beiden war der Minijter aus 
Merifo, und da er horte, wir feien gu der Erziehung 
der Yugend beftimmt, bot er fic) an, uns jederzeit 


hodiw. §. Provingial Saffenihetd die Weifung un 
fern hodhtv, Orn, ErgbijdhoF*) gu treffen. Unter 
gleitung gingen wir in den bifdofltden Balaft, 
wir bis Nadhmittags 3 Whr bejdhieden wurden. 
ar gerade der Sdluf de8 RongilS; in der Mathed 
firdje rourde das feierlice Sochamt gehalten, 2: 
{hdfe waren gegenwartig. Der nunmebrige @ 
") Peter Richard Menrid, feit 25. Sept. 18 

u. d. 20. Juli 1 47 rg on St fous. 
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pijehot**) Hielt die Sejtpredigt in englijcer Sprache. 
Der Gottesdienjt dauerte von 10 Uhr bis 43 Ubr. 
Dierauf gingen Die Herren Bijcdfe gur Tafel und 
tac) einer Stunde wurden wir vorgelajjen. Welche 
yreude fiir uns, als wir unjern Herrn Erabijcoj in 
yimmilijder Breundlichfeit, und begleitet vom Herrn 
Wfarrer von St, Qouis, mit Namen Baris, erblictten. 
Diejer wahre Apojtel Yeju empfing uns jo liebevoll 
umd paterlich, Dak wir iiber jeine Herablajfung nicht 
yenug jtaunen fonnten. Cr Hat gwar Wtihe Deutfey 
gu jprecjen, aber doch jpricjt er verjtandlic), er wie- 
erholte djters: ic) bin ganz gufrieden, Sie Hier ju 
jeben; bor meiner Wbreije war ich bei den Sdywejtern, 
Wie Sie jehnjiichtiq erwarten. Sie Haben viele Arbeit 
wind groge Armuth, es ijt aber bejjer, wenn der Wn- 
fang jcjmwer ijt. Wlorgen merde id) die Chre haben 
Sie im Gajthaus 3u befucjen. Gott jeqne Sie! Der 
‘Serr Ergbijdo;f bejtimmte unjere Wbreife am Diens- 
tag frith, in Begleitung de8 Hodw. Bijdojs Loras, 
Serrn Pfarvers Baris und nod) gwet anderer Geijt- 
Michen. Gang felig febrten wir swijden 5 und 6 Ubr 
in unjer Gajthaus guriic, nabmen unjer Ytittagsbrod 
und zugleic) Whendmabl ein, und begaben uns bier- 
sauft wieder in die Wlphonjusfirde, wo die Maria An- 
Mdacht gebalten wurde. P. Ruland predigte vom Ver- 
Hrauen auf den Beijtand der heiligen Ytutter Gottes. 
Neu gejtarkt fiihlten jich dDadurd) unfere Herzen. ®ott 
ijet Danf! Wir hatten auc) vom Hodyw. Provingial 
Mdie Erlaubnik, am Montage die heilige Nommunion 
sgu empfangen. Bald nad der Seimfehr aus der 
\Rirde famen Se. ergbijdhojlide @naden, begleitet 
ipon zwei Geijtliden, 3u un$ und bejdenfte ins mit 
ijeiner Gegenwart eine halbe Stunde. Mutter Wloijia 
imupte ihm das Geld geben gum Wufbewahren. Er 
iderjprad) uns morgen felbjt mit gwei Wagen um 7 
‘Mbr abzuholen, auf die Eijenbahbn gu fiihren, wu er 
ijelbjt alles berichtete, und gudem wollten Sodpderjelbe 
-un8 nod 80 englijde Meilen weit begletten. — _ 
Gejtern den 29. erfreute uns der Hochw. Herr 
‘Generalvifar mit der Madridt, dak Se. Hochw. der 
Serr Ergbifdof gefund und gliicflid angefommen 
jeien und um uns fogleid erfundigt batten; nad) 3we: 
Stunden bejudten GHochdiefelben uns jelbjt. Unjer 
Subel war grop, denn nur Wiirde und @iite ftrablt 
aus jeinen Wugen, Worte des Segens aus jetnent 
Munde. Gott jet Dank, er ijt uns eine unjdagbare 
Stitke. i ; 
— -Nachdem uns Se. Hodhw. Serr Ergbijdot perlaj- 
jen Hatten, traten gwet Geijtlide ein, die ung ver- 
Tangten. Sdhwejter Seraphina erfannte bald in dem 
einen P. Bonifas Wimmer.***) Lange unterbielten 
‘wir ung. Gr jammerte bejonders iiber Mtangel an 
Brieitern, umd warum fid) denn gar fo wentge ent- 
“Fhloffien nad Wmerifa gu wandern. Bald nadjdem 
im8 Ddiele Befannten verlaffen batten, erfdjien der 
Sodin. Bifdhof von Milwautee.t) Boll Sreude er- 
hlte er un$ von feiner Durdretfe, durd) Landshut. 
ommendeS Sabr gedenft er uns mm St. Louis gu 
fehen. Go verging uns der Bormittag, und ee 
—__ ¥%) i ifcHOI cclefton, Galtimore, und Senric, 
; Boe ae ener ‘en bei; gemeint ijt mabrjdetn- 
oy otaber der Abtet eure in Pennfolvanta, 
{8BB b Be und. 1868 4eraewt 
x eM Pierson fonpetieg 19. Mérg 1844. 


len Geariff itberjtetgt noc) dieje Sabhrt. 


tags imupten wir die Sehulfehwejtern bejuchen. Wir 
gogen noch Stuide iber den Weg dorthin ein bei den 
PP. Redemptorijten und da trafen wir den Hodw. 
Beichtvater Schmid, der uns gleicd) mitnabm. Wir 
Hatten eine Stunde 3u gehen. 1S wir im Klojter an- 
famen, murden w.r freundlic) empfangen; jie 3etgten 
uns thr Gebaude und bewirtheten uns. Die Iach- 
richt, dak die Cholera in St. Louis herrfcde, erfubren 
wir jon in Ytew-Yorf; jie murde immer mebr bejta- 
tigt, aber erjcjrecten fonnte jie uns nicht febr. Wir 
vertrauen auj ifn, der uns bisher jo macdhtig vor den 
Gefabren des Lebens bejchirkte. 


Sc fann Baltimore nicht verlajjen, ohne Yhnen 
micht auc) ein Wort gu fagen iber die Schreciens- 
nadte, die wir dort 3ubrachten. Sedesmal war fiird- 
terlicher Qeuerlarm umd die Zeuerjpriben 3ogen ge- 
wip gebnmal vorbei; jie werden nicht bon Bferden, 
jondern bon Den Loras gegogen. ‘€S hangen an einer 
langen Rette 20—380 jolcher Burjche, die aus vollem 
Halje jehreten und lacen. Cinmal faben wir das 
geller vom unfjerm BZintimer aus, jo groB e3 aber auch 
war, jo machten fic) die Leute nichts daraus. Der 
Leichtjinn und die Gleichgiltiqfeit ijt in diefer Begie- 
Hung grengentlos. 

Von Baltimore aus waren wir umter dem ftren- 
gen Kommando de$ Herrn Pfarrers Baris. Er ijt em 
wrangzoje und jpricht nicht Denti. Crnft aber auch 
vaterlic) forgte er fiir un$; manches Wort der Beleh- 
rung hodrte icy aus feinem Vtunde, aber auc) manden 
fleinen Zadel. Kurz, alles gu jagen, war er nod 
jtrenger alS der Hr. Beichtvater in Landshut. Unijere 
Reife mit dem Bahnguge ging nach Pittsburg, dod) 
nicht immer; Whends jtiegen wir in den Eilwagen; al- 
Sammerlic 
wurde wir in diefem Wagen hin und her geworfen, 
die Strake ijt jo fcblecht, dak e3 immer mit Lebens- 
gefabr verbunden ijt, diejen Weg 3u machen. Die 
ganze Yacht dauerte diefe Fahrt bis 10 Uhr Morgens. 
Nebjt Srn. Pfarrer war noc) der Hr. Bruder des 
Hodiv. Hrn. Vijchofs von Pittsburg bet uns im Wa- 
gen. Bon da aus ging e8 wieder auf den Slug, und 
Noends 5 Uhr famen wir in Pittsburg an. Der oben- 
genannte Geiftlicje fiihrte un$ gu den engli}\den 
barmbergigen Gchweftern, die un8 HSerberge jdentften. 
Die beiden Geijtliden und Maria Wloyjia fiihrten 
ung 3u den armen Schulfchwejtern, zur Sdwejter Nta- 
ria, wo wir dortfelbft itbernachteten. Schwejter Maria 
lie unjere Wnfunft nod jelben Whend dem Hod. 
Srn. Roefl melden und ihn bitten, da wir am Yeor- 
gen 3u beichten wiinfdjten. Unterdejfen man unjer 
Strohlager am Boden zuredht ridjtete, unterhielten 
wir un8 mit traulichem Gefprade. Um 5 Uhr Nor- 
gen8 gingen wir mit den beiden Sdhmeftern zur 
Rirde, wo wir unfere Wndacht verridteten. Maum 
hatten wir das Sriibjtiice eingenommen, als wir in 
qrobter Gile abgeholt wurden. Der Whidied war 
furz, aber fdymerglic, fiir mic) befonder3, denn unjere 
gute Sdjwefter it den, ihrigen mehr abgejtorben. Sie 
hat mic) recht erbaut; Gott jet Dank fiir diele Hreude, 
diefen Croft. Sn diefem Leben ijt ja nichts vor 
Dauner. Sh bin gufrieden, war aud) unfer irdijdhes 
Wiederfehen auaenbliclid. 

: — (Fortfegung a. S. 395) 
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Die moraltheoloaijcbe Lehre vom qerechten 
Kaufpreis. 

Die am 11. Mai 1923 von Dr. Theol. Ludwig Rus 
Tand gum Gtiftungsfeft der Univerfitat Wiirgburg tm 
Bayern gehaltene Rettoratsrede behandelt in herborragen- 
der Weije einen Gegenjtand, auf den unfere Geitihrift im 
Laufe der Yahre mehrfach Hingetwiejen hat. Sie erfdien 
nicht im Buchhandel, toohl aber twurde jte in der einen oder 
anderen deut}den Zeitung lobend erwahnt. Wir verjchafften 
un$ darauf die beachtenstwerthe Whhandlung Rulands uber 
, die an een Lehre bom gerechten NKaufpreis”’, und 
erbaten bom Nerfaffer, Profejfor der Moral= und Ya- 
ftoraltheologie, Oomiletif und chrijtl. Sogtaltwifjenfejaft 
an der berubmten frantifden Hochjchule, die Erlaubnif, fie 
im Central-Blatt abdructen zu durfen. Brofeffor Muland 
getoabrte unjer Wnjuchen berettivilligft, und fomit unter- 
breiten twir feine wwerthvollen Wusfiihrungen itber den fo be- 
deutjamen Gegenjtand biermit unferen Yefern. 

* * * 


I 

vit alle Gejprade unferer Tage mijdt fic 
alsbald die Rage itber die theueren Preije. Da- 
rum mag eS nit ungeredtfertigt erfcjeinen, einmal 
bom Standpuntt der wiffenjdaftlicjen Moraltheologie 
die Lehre bom gerecjten Raufpreis zu erdrtern. Um 
den Entwidlungsgang zu begreifen, den Ddieje Lehre 
innerhalb der fatholijden Theologie genommen hat, 
ijt e8 aber ndthig, fie in ihren erjten Quellen gu ver- 
folgen- und aufgudecen. Dieje Quellen liegen auper- 
Halb de3 Chrijtenthums, in den Beitanfdhauungen und 
theoretifen Betradtungsweifen der griecht}ch-romi- 
jen Geijteswelt. Auch die alten Philojophen haben 
den Kauf und Sandel in der Ethit behandelt, in den 
Erorterungen iiber die Geredjtigfeit, was immerhin 
bewerjt, dag fie davon iibergzeugt Waren, dak auc) das 
Kaufgeihaft von fittlichen Grundfagen geleitet fein 
miijje und den WAnforderungen der Geredhtigfeit 3u 

entjprecjen habe. 
Von den griedhifden Philofophen fommen nur aivet 
in Vetradt, die einen Cinfluk auf die chrijtlichen Mn- 
{jGauungen ausgeitbt haben, namlich Blato und Wri- 
ftoteles. Die Stellung, welde Plato gum Rauf und 
Sandelsgejdhaft itberhaupt einnimmt, ijt nidt gang 
einbeitlich und twiderjpruchsto8. Wher diefer Wider- 
fpruch erflart fic) daraus, dah Plato in feinem Bueh 
bom Staat das Bild eines nicht wirflicen deal. 
ftaates mit sdealverhaltnifjen getdnet, wwahrend er in 
der Schrift iiber die Gejeke mebr die thatfacdhliden 
— - Berhaltniffe Jjeiner Beit beritcidtigt. Smnerhin ift in 
wdealbild diefe3. Peinftaates — denn nur ein 
idhiwebt thm bor Augen — dem Sandel eine 
te Stellung gugewiejen, die feine volfswirth- 


tant nad) Mogligfeit alle Lebensbediirfnijje 
ignifje befriedigen, aber ba e8 faum 
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Bedeutung durdaus ridtig wiirdigt, Bwar — 


$ Nothige felbft an | 
Handel dem | 


Der Kleinhandel aber ijt im Ginne der Wrbeitsther 
lung aujgufatjen. Er dient gur Entlajtung fowoh! de: 
Erzeuger wie der Verbraucher, die fic durd) der 
Rleinhandel ohne groken Bettaufmand mit allen 
Mothigen verfehen fonnen. Vit aljo die Bedeutune 
de8 HandelS hier durchaus richtig erfannt, jo nimmi 
Dagegen die Schrift bon den Gejegken etne dem Han: 
del fajt feindjelige Stellung ein. Das Streben nad 
Gewinn ohne Arbeit, das auch Plato in jeinen Tagen 
jo vtelfach beobachten fonnte, lagt ifn allen Sandel 
verurthetlen, der nur um deS Gelderwebes wegen ge- 
trieben wird. Solder HandelSgewinn ijt unebren- 
Haft. Ler Handel joll eine Art Wit werden im Dten- 
jte der Gefelljchaft. Bmwifchenhandel und Keinhandel 
jollen moglichjt befchranft werden, der Staat joll auch 
den Cinfuhrhandel auf die nothiwendigen Bediirfniffe 
guriicdammen und burd Gefekeden wahren 
Werth und Preis der Dinge fejtfegen. 

Worin das Wejen diejeS wahren Werthes bejteht 
und auf weldem Wege er ermittelt werden foll, ijt fret- 
lich nicht naber gefagt, aber e3 ijt bemerfenswerth, dak 
Hier zum erjtenmal in der Theorie die Forbderung nach 
gejeblicher Breisregelung auftritt, die in der jpateren 
Morallehre und auf den Marften der Meittelalters 
eine groke Rolle jpielte. Weber die Preisermitthing 
findet fic) nur ein fleiner, 3iemlic) jcjwer deutbarer 
Nachjak: ,,gignosfet gar oge de8miurgo$ ten arian” 
,Der Handwerfer namlicd) fennt den geredten Preis.” 
Wen daraus gejdlofjen wird, dak Plato ganz allge- 
mein den geredjten Preis aus den Produttionsfojten 
beftimmt wijjen wollte, aljo ein Wertreter der riicde 
jhauenden, auch objeftiv genannten Preisbildung war, 
jo ijt diefer Schluf doch etroas weitgehend und bet dem 
geringen Unhaltspuntte nidt abfolut zwingend. Die 
Gedanfengange Platos find, wie wir fpater noch fehen 
werden, auf die erjten Sabrhunderte He8 @hrijten- | 
thums bon Einflug gewefen, wahrend die viel aus- 
fubrlideren und eingebenderen Darlegungen de8 
Urijtoteles erjt in der dhrijtliden Scholajti€ sur Mus. 
witfung gelangten. Mud) bei der Veurtheilung der 
arijtotelijhen GSpefulation iiber 
getat fich die Erfahrung, dap diejeS Reben der fpefula- 
tiven Erfaffung und Durddringimg weit vorantrith 
Was Wrijtoteles 
nicht da8 Weltret 
einmal da8 aud) damals jdjon jebr fompligierte | 

ndel8- 

welt, die fdon ein ausqebildetes Counce und- 


Wusle 


fie 
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Yrijtoteles der unmittelbare, natiirlice Erwerb, der 
die Bedurfnifje de8 LebenS unmittelbar der Natur 
entnimmt. Da die$ aber nit ganz gum Leben hin- 
reicht, tritt hiergu eine Art primitiven oder naiven 
DOandels, der die Hausbediirjnijje mittelbar durch 
Laujcd) Herbetjdhafit. Wrrch diejer Criverb ijt durdaus 
gut, auch wenn als Witaujdhmittel das Geld dient und 
gum Smwec der Ermodglicung des Taujdhes der Er- 
werb gum Gelderwerb wird. Cndsgwee diefes einfa- 
den Leben$ ijt die Befriedigung der Lebensnoth- 
wendigfeiten und auch der Heichthum findet in diejem 
etnfacen Leben feine Grengen an dem Endzgwec und 
den Grengen der Bedarfes. Bow diejfem einfachen 
Handel verjieden ijt der funftmapige Sandel 
(,fapelife tedjne, fapeleia”). ©8 ijt ErmerbSfunjt im 
engeren GSinne(cdremateji3), nicht eine orderung 
der Yatur, fondern ein Werf von Nunjt und Uebung. 
Hier ijt der Gelderiwerb Anfang und Ende der Thatig- 
feit. Das Geld ijt nicht blof} Taufdhmittel, jondern 
aud) XhejaurterungSsmittel, Ntittel zum Reichthum. 
Geine Vunttion als Mittel der wirthfdhaftliden Macht 
it freilid mebr geabnt als ausdriidlid an8gefpro- 
Hen. Diejent Handel jteht Wrijtoteles ablehnend ge- 
geniiber. Was nun die eigentlide PBreislehre des 
Wrijtoteles betvrifft, fo ijt die Auffaffung der Taufd- 
gerechtigfeit als einer Wiedervergeltung 
bon Wrbeitt und Aufwandsfojten, wie 
man fie fpater aus ifm herauSgelefen hat, faftijd 
nirgends ausgejproden. Bmwar ijt thm daS Geld der 
gemeinjame Werthmejjer fiir alles und er denft fic 
DiejeS Geld alS ein giemlich fejtes und werthbejtandi- 
ge8, menn er auch die Mtdglicfeiten jetner Werthver- 
anderung zugeiteht, denn e8 hat jeinen Werth. nicht in 
fich, fondern durd) da8 geltende Gejek. 8 ijt nur ein 
Zeihen — ,,Semeion” — de8 Vermogens. Vor allem 
aber ijt e8 nur ein Gtellvertreter de8 Bediirfnif{es. 
Das Vediirfnis nach einer Sache ijt e3, was alles 
gujammenhalt und moran Iekten Ende3 alles gemeffen 
wird. Gejtehungsfojten und Wufwendung find bet 
Wrijtoteles dem Bediirfnis durdaus untergeordnet, 
mahrend fie {pater bei Thomas v. Wquin als jelbjtan- 
dige Saftoren erfdeinen. €8 fann daber Arijtoteles 
eber al8 ein Wertreter der jubjeftiven, borwarts- 
fohauenden Bretstheorte gelten und wiirde jomit in 
feiner Greislehre im Gegenjak gu Plato jtehen, wenn 
eS geredjtfertigt erjdjeint, dielen auf Grund der oben 
srindahnten jparlicjen Mnbdeutung als Vertreter der 
tiicfchauenden, objeftiven Preislehre anguipredjen. 
Die geredjte Wiedervergeltung im Austaujdverfehr 
entt fich Wrijtoteles nicht durch ein einfaches Gleid)- 
eitszcichen Wiha aleid) Beta, jondern als Propor- 
ion. Gr fagt: ontrahenten und Taujdgiiter ver- 
halten jid) etwa wie die Diagonale eines Rarallelo- 
gramms. Wenn Wipha und Veta die Austaufdrwerthe 
und und B die Vertragsfontrahenten find, dann 
mits fic) 2: B verhalten wie Wipha : Veta. Much den 
ein jubjeftiven, abjtraften Mugen einer Sache flr den 
Eingelnen und die Seltenbeit eine Guted erfennt 
Mrijtoteles als Gaktoren der Preisbildung an. — 

Dierimifhe Welt, in die da3 junge Chrijten- 
mum eintrat, war dem Sandel giinftig gejinnt, und 
jon ein febr hod) entwideltes Wirth{dafts- 


‘bracht hat. ai perth, 
Rent wir uns im Zujammenhang damit des Sakes 


Befannt tit: ja~Ciceros Sob bes Grofhandels, 


wabhrend er den KRleinhandel ebenjo mie da8 Klein- 
handwerf alg unvornejm veradhtete. Wus dem Bo- 
Den Ddiejer Hhochentiwicelten, wirthjchaftlicen BVerhalt- 
nijje erwuchs das romijde Mecht, welches jedes direfte 
Woralijieren vermeidet und nur eine aupere Ord- 
nung der Lebensbegtehungen jchaffen will. Cs fennt 
fein Sdeal eines gerechten Naufpreijes, jondern lapt 
im Kaujvertrage vollfommene Freiheit, auch wenn 
eine Uebervortheilung de$ einen Partners dabei ftatt- 
fand. reilich ijt auc) von einem ,,jujtum et berum 
pretium” die Rede, wenn bet einer Taujchung des 
RKaujersS der Richter angerufen wurde, und feit Lio- 
cletian erlitt der Grundjak der Vertragsfreiheit jogar 
eme Musnahme. Der Vertrag fonnte namlic auf 
Grund der Uegerecdhtigfeit deS Preijes angefochten 
werden, wenn eine VBenachtheilung iiber die Halfte des 
gerechten Bretje$ jtattgejunden hatte. DiejeS wider- 
jpricht eigentlich Dem Geijt de8 romifchen Rechtes und 
wir wijjen leider nicht, in welder Wertje der gerechte 
Preis hterbet fejtgujtellen war, obwohl doch die Wn- 
nabme eine Uebervorthetlung um mebr als die Saljte 
Die Renntni$ deS gangen gerechten Preijes vorausfest. 
Ueberhaupt beginnt feit Diocletian das Veftreben, 
durd) obrigfeitlice PreiSfeftiebungen den Ueberbvor- 
theilungen durd) den Btwijcyenbandel entgegengutreten 
und wenn e8 gewi richtig ijt, daR einerfeitS der gee 
jamte Geijt de romifchen Nechtes nicht ohne Cinfluk 
auf die chriftliche Preislehre bleiben fonnte, jo ijt dod 
nicht minder das jtarfe Verlangen de8 ausgehenden 
Mittelalter$ nach obrigfeitlicen,  ortSpoligzeilicden 
Cingriffen in die Breisbildung auf dieje fpatere 
Redhtsentwiching guriicgufiibren. 


Das friihe Chrijtenthum hat weder in 


~ den Evangelien und apoftolijeen Briefen, noch in fet- 


nem jonjtigen Gdriftthum eine direfte Wirth}chafts- 
Tehre oder gar eine ausgefprocdjene Breislehre ent- 
wicelt. Mach dem gangen Wejen de CHrijtenthums 
ijt jolches auch gar nicht gu’ ermarten. Wher e$ hat 
in jeiner gangen Wuffaffung bom irdijden Leben und 
bom Sufammenteben der Chrijten iberhaupt doch die 
Grundlage gejdaffen, auf der jich eine Wnficht iiber 
die Gerechtigfeit der Greije bilden fonnte. Wuf giwet 


‘GefichtSpuntte ijt dabei befonder$ 3u acdten. Bnjowerit 


im frithejten Chrijftenthum neben der vortwiegend iiber- 
natitrlicen, jenjeitS gericdteten LebenSauffatjung 
itberhaupt bon einem irdit{dmhen LebenSideal die 
Rede fern fann, befteht dieje3 in einer religtds3-fogialen 
Gemeinjdhaft mit moglichiter Gletchheit, in der e3 
ibermapigen Retcdhthum ebenjowenig geben fann und 
darf, als driicende Armuth. Dieje Gemeinfdhaft nahert 
fi), wa8 da8 wmirthjdaftlide Leben betrifft, dem 
Sdealjtaate Blatos und ein Handel hat darin iber- 
haupt nur infomeit Blab, al er jich mit dem Wus- 
taujd) der unentbebrlichften RebenSbediirfnijfe befagt. 
Wier Genug und Vurus foll ja fern Itegen bon der 
Chrijtengemeinde, die auf Erden fetne bleibende Statt 
hat, deren Wandel im Simmel it. 

Der aiwette bedentende GefidtSpuntt ijt die Werth- 
fhabung der Handarbeit, die das Chrijtenthum ge- 
/Det Urbeiter ijt fetnes Lohnes twerth.” 


bet Plato erinnern, ,der Sandwerker fennt wohl ben 
geredjten Preis”, fo finden wir e3 begreiflich, dag den 
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erjten Chriften platonijde Wirth|haftslehren an}pre- 
dend waren und dag fie in der Saagung des Svauy= 
preife3 auf die Handwerfsmapigen Herjtellungstojien 
oder jonjt auf emen mit dem Sandwerkslohn fic) tm 
Vergleicd) ergebenden Preis gerne abfommen mod)ten. 
Nn der That ijt der Cinflug Platos auf ote Vatergzert 
gweifellos. Das Chrijtenthum theilte mit der Philo- 
jophie Piatos die Sdakung der geijtigen Guter we fae 
por allem irdifden Reichthum, das Tradten nad) 
Yosidhalung von irdijcem Streben, und berlangte in 
nod) Hdherem Make die unbedingte Herr|daft jittlicher 
Gefjege fiir alle LebenSbedingungen. Wir begegnen 
daber bet den Rirdhenvdatern neben der theoretijden 
und nod mehr durch) die Beittultur nothwendig geyor- 
derten praftifden Duldung de8 Handels in allen 
Sormen den RNufen nay Belehranfung der Handels- 
gewinne und de8 Strebens nad) ®ewinn iiberbaupt, 
die in ihrer homtletifd)-rhetortjden Scarfe _mand)- 
mal einer volligen BVerurtheilung des NMautmanns- 
jtandes wie de8 Handels gleichfommen, wie 3. BV. das 
Wort des Chryjojtomus, daz etn Kaufmann fern telig 
werden forne. Doch find folde Weuperungen aus der 
Rhetorif der Beit heraus 3u beurtheilen und nicht 
allgu ernjt 3u mefmen. 
Eine wifjenfdaftliche Preistheorie hat iibrigenS die 
Paterzeit nict gejdaffen. Wenn auch viel pon Ge- 
rechtigfeit und geredjtem BretS geredet wird, fo ijt 
da doch alles im volfsthitmliden Sinn 3u verjtehen. 
Gin tiefereS Erfajjen deS Breisproblems ijt damit 
noc) nicht gegeben. Yur bei Wuguftinus finden wir 
Wnjake gu einem Bordringen nach den bejtimmenden 
Grundlagen der Pretsbilbung. Yn feinem Gottesjtaat 
jagt er, die berfcjiedenen Dinge Hatten gwar von Ma- 
tur aus eine Rang- und Werthordnung, jo daz die 
lebenden Dinge Hhobher jtiinden als die Ileblofen, die 
berniinftigen hober al8 die unverniinftigen, aber fiir 
die Sdhakung beim Nauf trete eine andere Ordnung 
der BVewerthung ein nach dem Mafjtabe des menjfdj- 
lichen Bediirfniffes. Go fomme e8, dah ein Pferd 
theuerer fei alS ein Gflave. Sweifellos liegt in diefen 
{pater oft gitierten Gagen der WusSdrucf einer jubjef- 
tiven Werththeorie. Sie ijt aber nidt von Auguftinus 
al§ Theorie aufgejtellt, jondern einfach) da8 Ergebnis 
der Erfahrung eines feinen Beobadhters. E38 wurden 
gu Wuguftinus’ Beiter und, fagen wir eS offen, 3u 
allen Zeiten, die Dinge nach) dem fubjeftiven Bediiry- 
ni8 der Verbrauder bewerthet, folange und fooft nicht 
bon augen gewaltjam in die Preisbildung einge- 
griffen wurde. Bet diejer Cinficht in die Wirklidfeit 
nahm Auguftinus aud) eine wobhlwollendere Stetlung 
gegen den Handel ein, als die meijten anderen fird- 
lien Schriftiteller. Der SandelSgewinn gilt ifm als 
berechtigtes UrbeitSeinfommen und hat feine Grenge, 
‘wie alles Grwerbsftreben itberhaupt, in der Grlan- 
gung eines ftandesgemagfen Cinfommens. Die fitt 
licen Gefahren de3 Erwerbsitrebens durd den San- 
delSgewinn werden an 3erftreuten Stellen der Pyal- 
menfommentare und Briefe betont, Die Aeuperungen 
_ Uugujtins, die eine abgejdloffene Preislehre nidt 
— barjtellen, find fiir die fpateren Sahrhunderte ent- 
Ipredend der gangen Bedeutung Xuguftins fiir die 
abendlandifde Theologie mahgebend geworden. 


‘Die Beiten des friihen Mittelalters waren gu ftiire 


nije) bewegt, alS dak eine neufdaffende Wifjen{daft 
in ibnen die nothige Rube gefunden hatte. Crjt die 
aufbliivendeScholajtif fcjenfte auc) dem Problem des 
geredjten Raufpreijes wieder Wujmerfjamteit. Die 
erfte Spur einer neuen Befchaftigung mit der Werth- 
lehre finden wir tm der Summa de8 AWAlerander 
Halenfis, ausfiihrlide Darlegungen aber erft bet WI. 
bertuS Magnus und Thomas von Aquin. Wbertus 
jieht bet WusStaufd der Giiter die Forderung der Ge- 
rechtigfett erfiillt, wenn eine Wiedervergeltung jtatt- 
findet. Diefe Wiedervergeltung ,ad rei paritatem” 
ijt nicht die einer Gleichheit, jondern eines Verhalt- 
niffes. Leider vermag ic) hier feine Seidjnung vor- 
guyiifren, um die Gedanfengange des UWlbertus — es 
jind tm wefentlichen die des YWrijtoteles — iiber diejen 
Verhaltnisausgletch wiedergzugeben. Wtan miipte fick 
ungefajr ein OQuadrat vorjtellen, in welchem die bei- 
ben Rauffontrahenten dur) die Diagonale vberbunden 
jind. Das Ma der proportionalen Gleichbheit liegt 
nicht jo fajt in den Dingen jelber, als im Bediirfnis 
dDanacd) und die Geredtigfett ijt erfiillt, wenn auf bet- 
den Seiten ein gleicjtarfes und daber gleichwerthiges 
Bedurfnis vorliegt. Das Geld bringt in diejes Taujd- 
verhaltnis feinen wejentlicdjen Unterjdhied. Es tritt 
nur als Taujchmittel und Werthaujfbermahrungsmittel — 
an Die Stelle der einen Taufchware, hat aber dieje 
gunttion der Werthmeffung und Werthvertretung— 
nicht von Natur aus in fich, jondern nur fraft menjde 
licher Gejege. Wie fommt e8 nun, dak bet der unend- 
liden Wlannigfaltigfeit und de8halb Unvergleicdbar- 
feit Der Vediirjnijje diefe alS unmittelbares Ma der 
Giuter den Taujch oder Kauf nicht einer villigen Will 
fur iiberantworten, fondern dod auch ein Wusgleid 
der Giiter auf beiden Seiten in dem Sinne erfolgen 
fann, da Arbeit und Nojten wieder vergolten wer- 
den? Whertus hat die Ldfung diefer Sejwierigkeit 
mehr geabnt als flar ausgefproden. Der Wusgleic 
liegt nad jeinen eigenen Worten darin, dah alle Glie- 
der ctner Gemetnfdaft find, die auf Wrbeitsthei- 
lung angetiejen ijt, und in diejem Gemeinjchaftsleben 
ijt der Grund des Wusgleides. C8 verrath dieje Er- 
flarung eine tiefe Grfenntnis und Wujfajjung der 
jogialen Sujammenbange. Nur fagt Whertus nicht, 
ob er jich diefen Wusgleich) durd) ein bewuftes joztales 
Sujanunenarbeiten in der Erfenntnis der noth wen- 
digen Wrbeitstheilung oder al ein unbewupt jelbjt- 
thatiges Sichausgleidjen dent. Dem modernen Den- 
fen lage die Iebtere Muffaffung naber, da8 religiis 
durdhdrungene Ytittelalter mag vielleicht mehr an die 
erjtere gedacht haben. Wie das auch fet, trogdem das. 
Vediirfnis der Werthmeffer ijt, verlangt Wiberts 
doch, Dah der Kaufpreis die Geftehungsfojten und die 


tigt anerfannt wird. Wir haben fomit eine Synt 
arijtotelifder und auguftinifder, ja wenn wir wo 
ariftotelifder und platonifdher Gedanten, die fiir ib 
Seit immerbin eine fehr adjtunggebiectende Leift 
darjftellt, Wufer diefer Form des Tarfhes und 
Fe8, de8 geredjten Wusgleidjes—,ad rei patitatem’ 
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The Central Verein and Catholic Action 


Officers of the Catholic Central Verein of America 


President, Charles Korz, Butler, N. J. 

First Vice-President, Henry Seyfried, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Second Vice-President, Louis J. Annas, Allentown, Pa. 

eesrding secretary, Frank J. Dockendorff, La Crosse, 

is, 

Corr. and Financial Secretary, John Q. Juenemann, Box 
364, St. Paul, Minn. 

Treasurer, M. Deck, St. Louis, Mo. 

Executive Committee: Rev. A. Mayer, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Wm. V. Dielmann, San Antonio, Tex.; O. H. Kreuz- 
berger, Evansville, Ind., and Anthony J. Zeits, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. The Major Executive Committee in- 
cludes the Honorary President of the C. V., the 
Presidents of the State Leagues and the Presidents 
and Spiritual Directors of the Catholic Women’s 
Union and the Gonzaga Union. 

Hon. President, M. F. Girten, Chicago, IIl. 
Communications intended for the Central Verein 

should be addressed to Mr. John Q. Juenemann, Box 

364, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


All these works, of which Catholic laymen are the prin- 
cipal supporters and promoters, and whose form varies 
according to the special needs of each nation, and the par- 
ticular circumstances of each country, constitute what 1s 
generally known by a distinctive and surely a very noble 
Catholic Action or Action of Catholics. 

Pius X. 


name: 


A letter trom the Apostolic Delegation at 
Washington, addressed to Mr. Charles Korz, 
President of the C. V., dated January 21, 1925, 


acknowledges, on the part of His Eminence, Car-_ 


dinal Gasparri, the Papal Secretary of State, re- 
ceipt of the contribution of the C. V. toward the 
expenses ot the Cause of Canonization of the late 
Pope Pius, of happy memory. 
The letter states: 
~His Holiness, Pope Pius XI., expresses 
nis gratitude and extends to you and each 
member of the Society his Apostolic Bless- 


ing.” 


- Fundamentals of Christian Solidarism 

In his Encyclical Letter on The Condition of 
Labor (1891) Leo teaches that Christian social 
reform must be effected through the harmonious 
co-operation of three forces: The Church, the 
state, and occupational associations of employers 
and employes. The Pope circumscribes definitely 
the rights and duties of the three forces. Recently, 
however, a system has come into influence, in 
theory and in practice alike, which recognizes the 
state alone as the factor to be entrusted with social 
reform and surrenders to the state the direction 
of all economic life. This system is that of state 
socialism. The origin of the theory of state so- 
‘cialism is to be found in the teachings of the 
‘German professors Wagner, Schmoller, Sombart 
of Berlin, Philippovich of Vienna, Wolf of Bres- 
tau, Brentano of Munich, Schulze-Gaevernitz of 
Freiburg in Baden, Konrad and Lexis of Leipsic, 
Biermer of Giessen, and others, for which reason 


the Jewish publicist Oppenheimer designates these 
economists as arm-chair socialists. (In our coun- 
try Professor Ely, of the University of Wisconsin, 
and some others represent this school.—Ed. C. B. 
aid... |e) 


* * * “ 

It is primarily due to the influence of these arm- 
chair socialists that state socialism, or ‘“etatism,” 
had attained to a positively alarming influence in 
the realm of workmen’s protective legislation in 
Germany during the pre-war period. Men in power 
in the government hoped to secure two advantages 
by means of more extensive welfare provisions on 
the part of the state. They planned to strengthen 
the power of the state by an enlargement of the 
bureaucratic machinery and influence, imagining 
that, with this accomplished, one would have but 
to push a button and elections would be “made” 
to result in the choice of candidates favorable to 
the government, all the way from Dan to Ber- 
shabee, from Koenigsberg to Friedrichshafen. At 
the same time, these gentlemen fondly hoped to be 
able, by means of obligatory, enforced state wel- 
fare institutions, to take the wind out of the sails 
of socialism, to divert the social movement into 
channels they had in mind, to force its waters over 
the millwheel of the state and thus prevent them 
from causing destruction. 

eT x 

The World War has upset these wise calculations 
and caused their framers serious disappointment. 
It proved primarily that the one state socialistic 
institution which had heen accorded the greatest 
admiration—the state insurance system, the social 
insurance monopoly of the state—had become the 
most effective means of agitation at the disposal 
of Social Democrats, and had contributed most 
decisively toward the collapse of the “inner front.” 
“Erravimus!’’ (We have erred) one of the lead- 
ing arm-chair socialists recently admitted in a 
widely noticed lecture held in Vienna. Naturally, 
quite a few other countries had conscientiously, 
with greater zeal than discretion, imitated the Ger- 
man state-socialistic wanderings afield and actual 
mistakes, for was not “Germania docet” the ac- 
cepted slogan? 

eat Sheps 

One might have been led to expect that the un- 
fortunate experiments in state socialism that Ger- 
many and Austria had made would have, during - 
the post-war days, aroused the caution of the men 
at the head of affairs in our Honorable and Ancient 
Federation, and would have caused them to for- 
sake the blind trails of arm-chair socialism. We 
regret to admit, however, that we fear the con- 
trary to be true. (In our country such measures 
as the Sheppard-Towner Maternity Act and the 
proposed Child Labor Amendment are evidences 
of the active presence of state socialism and proofs 
that the author’s fears for Switzerland are real- 
ized also with us—Ed: C. B. and S. J.). 7 

- «<+' Dr. Josepa Beck, 
Professor, Catholic University of Freiburg, 
_ Switzerland. Sot as ee 
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The Fundamental Reason for Our Opposition to 
Federal Control. 


It is perhaps not sufficiently understood even by 
the majority of the members of the Central Verein 
and the Catholic Women’s Union that the objec- 
tions of ‘the C. V. towards such measures as the 
Sterling-Reed Educational Bill, the Sheppard- 
Towner Maternity Bill and the T'wentieth Amend- 
ment are to a large degree based on the opposition 
to centralization of power, 

As a help to a cleargr understanding of the en- 
tire question, let us call attention to an article, con- 
tributed to Studies, an Irish Quarterly Review, by 
Dennis Gwynn on French Regionalism: The 
Analogy of Ulster. The writer assumes with 
Charles-Brun, and some other leading students of 
politics in France, “that good government and pub- 
lic contentment can best be assured by the creation 
of provincial parliaments controlling large and 
homogeneous areas within the whole territory of 
the nation.” In other words, if, in our country, 
the individual states possessed no legislatures of 
their own, we should have to demand them. 

This is the position which a growing group of in- 
fluential French politicians and publicists take in 
regard to the conditions obtaining in their coun- 
try, which they consider badly in need of de-cen- 
tralization. And Mr. Dennis Gwynn contends chat 
Ireland, too, should have regional parliaments. In 
both cases the defhands are based on the observa- 
tion, trenchantly expressed by M. Charles-Brun, 
that excessive centralization of its system of gov- 
ernment constitutes “what is perhaps the greatest 
danger in which France has ever been placed.” 
Moreover, the Irish author contends that the case 
against over-centralization in France “applies no 
less strongly in Ireland, positively as well as nega- 
tively.” He is of the opinion that excessive cen- 
tralization “not only deprives the provinces of full 
scope of their own distinctive development,” but 
that “it positively saps their energy and gradually 
kills much of their spirit.” For, as M. Charles- 
Brun, who, by the way, is a devout Catholic, a 
fellow of the University of Paris, and a professor 
both at the Sorbonne and at the College des Sciences 
Sociales, says, “to centralize administration, is to 
entrust to the State (which in French practice 
means the head offices of the Government Depart- 


_.ments in Paris) or to submit to its care the par- 


7 
< 
ae 


ticular interests of the Communes, of the Cantons, 


the Districts, of the Departments.” And while 
chmen do not agree on the question, whether 
tate interference in local affairs is more onerous 
the present time than it has ever been in their 
try, all are as one in admitting that there is 
an enormous weight to be removed before 
can breathe freely again. In connection 
nt Mr. Gwynn quotes Tocqueville, 
Ider ane of Ameri- 


| and America because absolutism, which destroyed 


most local institutions during the centuries follow- 
ing the Reformation, in Spain, France, Germany 
and Scandinavia, did not succeed here as it did in 
those countries. ‘These local institutions have thus 
far been well-preserved by our people; but no one 
can deny that they are beginning to crumble. The 
tendency to impose upon the Federal Government 
tasks which the individual States should perform, 
is but one proof of this fact. In opposing the Child 
Labor Amendment, which is born of this spirit, 
we claim it to refer to a matter to be decided in 
each State, to a great extent in accordance with 
local conditions. The various Legislatures are in 
much the better position to know what the needs 
of their States are, and to what length Child Labor 
legislation should go. In opposing centralization 
one not only gives voice to the fear that Congress 
will impose too much legislation on the nation, but 
also to the possibility that it may not be able to 
legislate properly and sufficiently in many cases. 
The French regionalists complain that the central 
parliament never has time to deal either adequately 
or competently with the local questions which it 
has to settle. And to this complaint they add an- 
other one; namely, that instead of giving an oppor- 
tunity for political apprenticeship in local affairs, 
the centralized system atrophies all the natural talent 
for public life that exists in each province. 

The founding of Oregon is one of the glories of 
the American people. How would it have been pos- 
sible to accomplish this task, had the pioneers come 
from a centralized United States! As the subjects 


of a bureaucratic, centralized State those men, who — 
instituted a new commonwealth on the shores of the — 


Pacific, without looking for assistance to Washing- 


dition of the chlidren of the poorer classes of ou ; 


country. Ultimately the power, with which Con- — 
gress is to be invested in this instance, would be 
abused or neglected in a degree not to be feared — 


on the part of a State Legislature. 

France has experienced the great danger of the 
strangling system of central control, always ac: 
companied by bureaucracy. We wish to save ot 
country with its splendid traditions of lo 
institutions, the experiences which have calle 
M. Charles-Brun and his colleagues to the fri 


Art, literature, culture, religion, in 
already beginning to feel the res 
hick SU = a td 


ton, could never have succeeded. We wish to see 
both the spirit and the principles which actuated — 
the founders of Oregon preserved. We know the — 
one will die, while the others will be discarded, if — 
we continue, as we have begun to do, to foster the — 
federalization of power. Federal Child Labor leg- — 


islation might, for the time being, improve the con- 


j 
4 
; 
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The Controversy Concerning the Child Labor 
Amendment. 


Numerous Societies Evince Active Interest in the 
Educational Campaign. 


The fate of the proposed twentieth, or Child 
Labor Amendment, seems to be sealed. But it is 
not definitely decided, for the way is still open for 
reconsideration by the Legislatures that have re- 
jected it. They can move for reconsideration, and 
then afterwards for adoption, and hence it is still 
necessary to continue the agitation against the pro- 
posal. At present its defeat should be brought 
about in those Legislatures that have not yet acted 
on it. The rejections must be made numerous and 
emphatic, and must be shared in by a member 
of eastern and northern and central and western 
states, so that there will be no occasion later to 
claim that the defeat—if defeat finally ensues—is 
due to opposition on the part of “the South.” The 
lesson should be driven home that a safe majority 
of the people are alive to the dangers of centraliza- 
tion of power in the federal government and that 
the individual states are coming to realize once 
more their powers and rights, and simultaneously, 
let us insist, their duty. For it is their neglect of 
duty—as well as neglect of duty on the part of 
counties and municipalities, and in particular of 
employers—that is largely responsible for the at- 
tempted application of a measure of state socialism 
to the evil of child labor in this instance. 

Hence, our societies should continue to labor both 


for a decisive defeat of the proposal and for the - 


improvement of conditions affecting the exploitation 
of children in their respective states and the smaller 
communities. These efforts should be sustained 
by a goodly share of the zeal with which some of 
our societies responded to the call to help de- 
feat the proposed Child Labor amendment. The 
fact that 53,300 copies of the Bureau’s leaflet No. 
XXXIII: “The Case Against the Proposed Child 
Labor Amendment,” were requested by 159 sec- 
retaries of societies of men and women and 35 
priests, proves a real interest and desire to_co- 
operate with the Bureau in this campaign. Con- 
sidering that the first copies of the leaflet were sent 
out on December 12, 1924, and that the total given 
is that of January 31, this means that we have had 
quick and energetic action. Then, too, the fact that 
these requests came from 23 states proves that the 
interest was not confined to any one section of the 
Scountry. '~ as 
Texas is one of the states in which both houses of 
ed to ratify the amendment. 
Henry B. Dielmann, a. mem- 
one of the framers of the 
C. V. resolution, deserves some credit for this develop- 
‘ment, the Staatsverband was not inactive. The Verbands- 
bote urged all secretaries to secure and prudently dis- 
tribute copies of the C. B. leaflet and impressed upon the 
mbers the necessity of advising their representatives 
views in the matter. The 
by the Legislative Com- 
also refers to she mecraeal, hls pace 


Society, St. Louis, advises the bureau that on a 


_ “Please send me 300 copies of Free Leaflet No. XX XIII. 
Our legislature is meeting this month and I would like 
to distribute copies among the members and give some 
to other interested parties.” 

Iowa is the one state that, at an early date, voted to 
postpone consideration of the amendment. Notwithstand- 
ing this action, St. Joseph’s Society in Fort Madison dis- 
cussed the proposal, as Secretary A. J. Kessler advises 
the Bureau, voted to apply for 750 copies of the Bureau’s 
leaflet for distribution, and adopted a resolution directed 
against the amendment and sent it to the senators and 
representatives. In New York State the legislature has 
not as yet acted; nevertheless, a number of our societies 
are interesting themselves in the proposal. The endeavors 
of some of them were noted in our January issue. 


Mr. Emil Wehner, secretary of St. Michael’s Society 
of Poughkeepsie, advised the Bureau that he wanted 200 
copies of the leaflet for distribution and likewise stated 
that a debate on the proposed amendment was planned. 
Mr. Simon Arns, secretary of the Holy Name Society 
of St. Gerard’s parish of Buffalo, distributed 1,000 copies 
of the leaflet at the church door on the morning of 
January 4th, after the Rev. Schreck had explained the 
importance of the measure to the people. Mr. Arns de- 
clares that “everybody wanted a copy.” He followed up 
his efforts with a visit to St. Joseph’s Society at St. Fran- 
cis Xavier's parish, spoke there on the amendment and 
was requested to secure 250 copies for distribution at 
the next meeting. 


At the quarterly meeting of the Central Illinois District 
League, held on January 18 at Springfield, the twentieth 
amendment was made the subject of an address by Mr. 
A. L. Bowen of the editorial staff of the Illinois State 
Journal, while in a number of societies and parishes 
throughout the state copies of the Bureau leaflet were 
distributed. Thus Mr. John Trost, secretary of the Chi- 
cago District League, requested 200 copies for distribu- 
tion at the installation of officers in the men’s and ladies’ 
branches of the C. K. of A., St. Augustine’s parish. Mr. 
John P. Geist, secretary of St. George’s Men’s Society, 
of the parish of the Immaculate Conception in the same 
city, submitted a request for 150 copies for distribution 
among the members, “since there had been an interested 
discussion among the members about the amendment.” 
In St. Alphonsus parish, Chicago, however, 1,500. copies — 
were distributed among the parishioners as inserts in 
the monthly parish messenger. As Mr. Mich. Kestler, 
secretary of St. Joseph’s Unterstuetzungs Verein, advises 
the Bureau, he submitted the Bureau’s letter to the other 
officers, whereupon the matter was laid before the rever- 
end pastor, who suggested this arrangement. Five hun- 
dred copies were distributed among the parishioners of 
St. Francis Xavier church, according to advice received 
from Mr. Lawrence F. Erbach, secretary Xavier Court, 
Catholic Order of Foresters. Similarly, through the en- 
deavors of Mr. Hermann Lugge, secretary St. Peter’s 
Verein, in Belleville, in the same state, 1,000 copies were 
distributed at the door of the cathedral on a Sunday 
morning. Mr. Frank Buedel, president St. Boniface 
Branch, Western Catholic Union, Springfield, Ill. spoke 
on the amendment in his own society and arranged for 
the distribution of 200 copies of the leaflet there, besides 
addressing the W. C. U. branch at SS. Peter and Paul 
parish in Springfield and the branch at Lincoln on the 
proposal, 


In Youngstown, Ohio, the Rev. R. Klute, pastor of St. 
Joseph’s parish, gladly consented, as Mr. Joseph, sec- 
retary the Knights of St. John, writes, to the distri- 
bution at the church doors of 500 copies of the leaflet, 
the society arranging to have men at the door for that 
purpose. Distribution at the church door was also made 
in Schererville, Ind., withthe consent of the pastor, 200 
copies being placed in the hands of parishioners in this 
fashion, as we learn from_a,letter from Mr. Anthony 
A. Kaiser, secretary St. Mathias Court, C. O. F. M 
Tohn J. Wagner, secretary of Holy Trinity Benev 


Sunday the leaflets were handed out to “the peoy 
the church doors by the ushers after all the mass 


a a 
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pastor, Rev. J. F. Lubeley, having. delivered a sermon 
in connection with the leaflets, making it plain to every 
man, woman and child what the proposed amendment 
would mean to the people.” _ 

In Pennsylvania Mr. John E. Loibl, president of the 
Staatsverband, instructed the secretary, Mr. John Wies- 
ler, Jr., to send. out 1,000 copies with the monthly letter 
of the organization to the affiliated societies. While the 
officers of the Staatsverband of Minnesota had under- 
taken to inform both the societies and the senators and 
representatives of their position toward the proposal, 
and while some of the secretaries attended to distribu- 
tion of the leaflet in their own circles, Mr, P. A. Fridgen, 
of Parker’s Prairie, sent copies of the Bureau leaflet to 
the members of the legislature from his district and per- 
sonally handed a number of copies to acquaintances of 
some influence, including several Protestant ministers. 
“All,” he writes, “pronounced the leaflet excellent and 
are convinced of the soundness of the argument. 

An interesting development in the campaign has been 

the drafting of a statement in opposition to the amend- 
ment by the officers of the Staatsverband of North Da- 
kota, the publication of it in the Catholic Banner, the 
Catholic weekly recently founded, and the submitting of 
it by President Martin Klein to the senators and repre- 
sentatives in the name of the Staatsverband. The state- 
ment is clear and well motivated. Six general reasons 
are given against the proposal, eight additional reasons 
illustrating encroachment upon rights of individuals and 
the state, four reasons to show that the measure is un- 
necessary, and five to prove the unwisdom of the amend- 
ment. Mr. Klein presented the resolution in person and 
.was promised every consideration of the statement by 
the members of the committee and both houses. As a 
matter of fact, the legislature of North Dakota is one 
of the assemblies which have refused to ratify the 
measure. ' en 
_ These and similar developments are gratifying 
indeed. Unquestionably, it has been pleasing to 
many of the secretaries and other officers to note 
that the Legislatures of a number of states have 
been acting in the sense of their protests. But this 
apparent success, encouraging as it is, must not be 
the criterion of whether our action is justified and 
‘necessary or not. It may be equally necessary to 
espouse a cause, which holds out no promise of 
success. And it is quite possible that frequently 
the aims we pursue will be unpopular. In such 
an event the co-operation should be just as active as 
it has been in this case; in fact, more so. 

The fact remains, however, that a large number 
of secretaries failed utterly to interest themselves 
in this campaign, in spite of its importance and the 
wide-spread agitation concerning the issues in- 
volved. 


Aggressive Action by One of Our City Groups. 
_ As an event of more than passing interest 
the debate on the proposed Child Labor Amend- 
ment, engaged in on January 18 in St. Paul by 
_ Mrs. J. W. Smith of that city, chairlady of the 
_ Legislative Committee of the Catholic Women’s 
nion of the U. S. A., deserves special mention. 
CC a to the. Wanderer of that city, the debate 
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in favor of the Amendment. “Mrs. Smith,” the 


report reads, 

“denied that the problem of child labor demands inter- 
vention on the part of the Federal Government, and con- 
vincingly argued that the individual states, as soon as 
public opinion concerning the social obligations of the 
people as a whole has been aroused, will be fully able 
and competent to accomplish the real or alleged purposes 
of the proposed amendment. Furthermore, she declared, 
child labor is not a primary evil but a result and a con- 
comitant development from evil social and economic con- 
ditions, and that consequently attention should be directed 
chiefly towards the abolition of the fundamental causes 
of the evil. She sketched briefly and accurately the dan- 
gers arising to parental rights and state rights from the 
amendment.” 


According to the same source, a number of 
members of the District League attended the de- 
bate and participated in the discussion. ‘The 
advocates of the measure were greatly dissatis- 
fied with the outcome and arranged for a con- 
tinuance at a later date: The Stadtverband of 
St. Paul, which had sponsored Mrs. Smith’s par- 
ticipation in the debate, was agreeable, and on 
the Sunday following a second debate was con- 
ducted, which resulted in an equally, if not more, 
decisive defeat of the proponents of the amend- 
ment. The latter had selected a well-known at- 
torney of St. Paul, Mr. Gustave Loevinger, as 
leader, while Mr. W. Mahoney, of the Trades 
and Labor Assembly, Representative Starkey 
and others seconded him. Mr. Norbert Wilwer- 
scheid, a young Catholic attorney, led the oppo- 
sition. The Wanderer praises Mr. Wilwerscheid 
highly for his grasp of the subject, his calmness, 
caution, cleverness and effective repartee. 


The St. Paul experience should serve to prove — 


anew to our members, in the men’s societies as 
well as in those of women, that there is far more 


demanded of them than mere attendance at busi-_ 


ness meetings and the payment of dues. 


They 


must be willing and equipped to meet those who — 
would introduce laws and usages detrimental to 


the family, society and the Church. 


many other incentives to action, offered to ou 

membership by the Executive officers, thi 

has not borne fruit so far, it SEEMSi ip .y Bey 

_ However, the Boys’ Brigade | 
) 


f 
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“It has been my privilege to come into personal 
contact in the diocese of Providence with a 
branch of the Catholic Boys’ Brigade of the 
United States. It gives me great pleasure conse- 
quently to speak a word of approval and recom- 
mendation on behalf of this organization so well 
calculated by its activities to develop boys into 
good men and useful citizens.” : 

Father Kilian has just announced a Brigade 
Course of Lectures, to be delivered at Notre 
Dame University, Indiana, from April 2lst to 
April 24th. It will be open to all interested in the 
guidance of boys, and at least some of our organi- 
zations in the Middle West should be repre- 
sented. There are entirely too many Catholic 
boys committed to institutions, for minor of- 
fences. This situation demands our attention 
and the Catholic Boys’ Brigade, which has the 
approval of the Holy See, and which offers splen- 
did opportunity to combat that ill-guided spirit 
of action and adventure which leads so many 
youths into mischief, meets it exceedingly well. 


A True Friend of the C. V. and the Bureau 
Called by Death. 


On Christmas day death claimed one of the most 
distinguished Catholic laymen of the U. S., a man 
who, while he was not a member of any of our 
societies, was nevertheless a close friend of the 
C. V. and of the Bureau. Mr. Joseph Gummers- 
bach, head of the B. Herder Publishing Co., the 
greatest Catholic publishing house in the country, 
died at West Palm Beach, Fla., whither he had gone 


on December 8th to recover from a serious ill-_ - 


ness. The funeral took place on December 30, 
from St. Francis Xavier’s Church, St. Louis, a 
large number of priests being in attendance. The 
Most Reverend J. J. Glennon, Archbishop of St. 
Louis, deviating from custom, recalled the labors 
of this exceptionally “great and good man for God 
and the Church,” in a funeral oration. 

Mr. Gummersbach’s record of achievements dur- 
ing a long life—he died at the age of 80 years and 
6 months—is too comprehensive to be even ade- 
quately sketched in these columns. Suffice it to 
note that the deceased, who had been honored with 
the knighthood of St. Gregory and later received 
the Cross “pro ecclesia et pontifice” as an addi- 
tional distinction, who associated with numerous 
bishops and priests in a business way by personal 

contact, and who was, moreover, approached from 
numerous sides with petitions for charitable pur- 
poses, signalled out the C. V. for his special inter- 
ested attention and the Bureau for numerous bene- 
factions, large and small. It may be assumed that 
he saw in the C. V. and the endeavors of the Bu- 
reau the continuation of the ideals of the German 
Catholic leaders of the days when he came to the 
U. S. with a commission from_the head of the 
ishing house of Herder in Freiburg to found 
a branch.in the U. §... Welcomed. by. men like 

‘ather Muehlsiepen, Father Faerber and Father 
er, and by the German Jesuits, who were deeply 
interested in the aims our. C. V.. is pursuing, he 


; 


developed a sympathetic interest in the ‘new course” 
of the C. V. and encouraged it. Donations of books 
to the library were frequent; and when St. Eliza- 
beth Settlement and Day Nursery had been estab- 
lished and had shown its justification, he made it 
a practice to contribute regularly each month five 
dollars for the support of that institution. It was 
characteristic of him that when he died not even 
his children knew of this practice. The Findow- 
ment Fund, the Reconstruction work of the Bu- 
reau, the Central European Relief activities had his 
generous support, notwithstanding the many other 
charities to which he contributed. And at that, 
Mr. Gummersbach was a man of but moderate 
wealth. 

Born at Bonn-Kessenich on May 31, 1844, he was 
apprenticed to a bookseller, and later came into the em- 
ploy of the publishing house of Bachem in Cologne, 
publishers of the Koelnische Volkszeitung. Service in the 
wars of 1864 and 1865 interrupted his work for Bachem 
for the respective intervals, as the war of 1870-71 inter- 
rupted for a while his employment with Herder in Frei- 
burg, which firm he had joined in 1869. In 1873 he came 
to the U. S., and, after a careful survey of the field, 
established a branch of the world-famous firm in St., 
Louis, now an independent establishment, and the larg- 
est publishing house, Catholic or non-Catholic, west of 
New York City. 

But the publishing establishment and church goods busi- 
ness by no means engrossed Mr. Gummersbach’s entire 
attention. Although he did not participate in meetings 
or conventions of Catholic societies, he labored prudently, 
zealously and unselfishly for the cause he so frequently 
endorsed in words only by delegates to conventions, the 
cause of the Catholic press. The Pastoral Blatt he 
financed for practically half a century; the Herold des 
Glaubens, in days of prosperity and adversity, had the 
benefit of his leadership and his means; and the Amertka 
had in him a no less loyal and able director, vice-presi- 
dent and president. May he rest in peace! : 
| 


With the Missionaries in South Dakota. 


Catholics in the great cities of our country do 
not realize how poor many of their co-religionists 
of various races and colors, scattered through the 
far West and Southwest of our country, are. If - 
they did, they would think of them oftener and 
help the priests and sisters, laboring among these 
people, more frequently than they do. 

The last issue of the Little Bronzed Angel, pub- 
lished at Marty, S. Dak., in the interest of the 
Sioux, among whom Rev. Sylvester Eisenmann, O. 
S. B., is laboring, contains an interesting chronicle 
of events at the Mission from December 6, 1924, 
to January 4 of the present year. On Christmas 
eve, at ten p. m., the Father was called to Eagle 
Track’s tepee. “Paymani, a visitor from Crow 
Creek, says the chronicle, “was very ill. The Last 
Sacraments were administered to him. He died 
on Christmas Day.” cy, 

But this is not the whole story. On December 
27, Father Sylvester records the following develop- 
ment: “Paymani’s funeral cannot be held. His 
son comes in distress to the Mission. ‘Father, we 
have no money, no coffin, no good clothes.’” 
Father Sylvester knew Paymani from old days at 
Crow Creek. This Indian had donated land for 
the cemetery at the Crow Creek Mission. But it 
now looked as though the poor man would not be, 
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buried in the spot he had set his heart on. The 
reasons are stated as follows in the chronicle: 
“Crow Creek is 150 miles away. The weather 1s 
twenty below zero and the wind is blowing furi- 
ously. ‘You will have to wait a couple of days,’ 
was the answer to Paymani’s son. ‘I will see what 
can be done.’ A common casket and clothing for 
the.corpse were procured. ‘Then a workman from 
the Mission was despatched with a car to carry the 
body to Crow Creek. It was a long, cold trip, but 
Paymani rests where his heart had desired that 
he should be buried.” 

It is the duty of the laity to assist those, who are 
called to spread the Gospel, with prayers and gifts. 
Our Missionaries among the Indians, the Mexicans 
and the Negroes, and even those Whites, who have 
strayed far from the well-organized parishes of the 
East and Middle-West, need money to carry on 
their work; but clothing, devotional articles, good 
books and periodicals are also welcome. ‘The Cen- 
tral Bureau has sent many a box and bale of 
clothing to priests fighting in the front line. Father 
Sylvester, mentioned above, tells the Bureau on 
January 22nd: 

“The two large boxes of good clothing were received 
in perfect condition. I am very grateful to you for your 
generous help. May God reward you for it.” 

But the Bureau is not at present in a position 
to fulfill a request from the same source, published 
in the Little Bronzed Angel for January. It is this: 

“Our altar boys are very much in need of cassocks. 
We would appreciate it greatly if some of our benefac- 
tors were to make an offering of this kind to our mis- 


sion. The cassocks need not be new; old ones could be 
made over by some of our larger girls.” 


The Bureau is willing to accept for distribution 
among needy Missions in our country all possible 
articles necessary for Divine Service, and also of 
course devotional articles, well-preserved sacred 
pictures, etc. 


CENTRAL BUREAU ENDOWMENT FUND. 


- New Proof of the Support Given by Members of 
Clergy. 


$1,429.60 Gain for the Month; Total Now 
$150,701.11. 
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only the lay members of our organization liable for 
personal contributions) we certainly have no such 
claim on Fr. Hensbach. His donation, in conse- 
quence, is all the more gratifying, and should be 
all the more mortifying for those laymen who have 
failed to remit the slight amount expected of them. 

In the month of December there is an entry of 
$5.00 from Rev. Wm. Schellberg, of Hanover, 
Kansas, and another of $3.00 from Rev. Louis 
Kaluza, of Eau Claire, Wis., intended, as the donor 
stated, as his “contribution for 1925.” <A bit later 
in the same month an item of $3.00 is listed, as 
received from Rey. Albert Braun, O. F. M., of 
Pala, Calif., the Reverend Father having assigned 
a free offering extended to him to this purpose. 
Pala is an Indian mission, from which the resident 
priest attends four other missions, hence anything 
but a prosperous community. Still in December 
another contribution from a priest is listed, that of 
$5.00 from the Rev. Dr. Jos. Molitor, of the 
Josephinum at Columbus, who had already previ- 
ously remitted to the fund. 

The opening of the New Year witnesses the con- 
tinuation of the same process, of priests devoted 
to our cause supporting the collection for the fund. 
Before the first two weeks had elapsed the Bureau 
was in possession of a contribution of $13.00 from 
Rev. A. J. Rubly, of Festina, Iowa, and of $25.00 
from the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Ferdinand Peitz, of 
Omaha, Nebr. ‘Thereupon followed a contribu- 
tion of $2.00 from the Rev. Peter Post, O. S. B., 
of Scranton, Ark.; another of $3.00 from Rev. 
John B. Pleus, of Jefferson City, Mo.; still an- 
other of $10.00 from Rev. Jos. A. Rangger, of St. 
Paul, Iowa, and yet another of $5.00 from Rev. 
Wm. Bender, of Electra, Texas. 

In addition to these personal contributions from. 


priests, the fund has, during the same period, been — 


: 
4 


$50.00 from Raymond, Ill., and of $100.00 from 3 


increased by donations for which members of the 
clergy were largely responsible, as witness the re- 
port in the January issue, concerning the sums of 


Wheaton, in the same state. ‘Thus the sum of 


$125.00, received during January from the Holy — 


Name Society of St. James parish, Decatur, Ill., is 
the fruit of co-operation between some laymen and 
the pastor, the Rev. F. Ostendorf. Unquestionably 
also certain priests in Oregon are in part responsi- 


ble for the sum of $379.50, received from the | 
These figures alone 
constitute a goodly portion of the gain of $1,429.60. 


Staatsverband of that state. 


recorded for the month, which brings the tota 
the fund up to $150,701.11. : 


The officers and members of the C. V. have reas 


son to be deeply grateful to bishops, abbots 
priests for numerous substantial personal dona HO 


and for their far-reaching and effective moral su 
port granted this undertaking. — 
should now u ertake 1 


reciated 
ired 


ry 


~ 


y 
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The Fight for the Soul of a Child. 

The importance of social service work, as dis- 
tinct from the long-asscustomed practice of charity 
along routine lines, is often belittled. But it is not 
disparaged by those who realize the value of what 
is, at times, at stake in such service. 

In a case recently handled by the Social Worker 
of the Central Bureau, the stake was nothing less 
than the soul of a babe. A young Catholic girl, an 
unmarried mother, had come under the care of the 
Social Worker. Upon her discharge from the hos- 
pital in which she had been confined, a home was 
found for her and her infant with a Cath- 
olic woman, and she and her child remained 
there for a short while. Understanding her duty 
towards her child, the young mother was willing 
to keep it and to devote what care and attention 
she could to it. When she was forced to seek 
employment, which she found in domestic service, 
she boarded the little one with another Catholic 
woman, and visited it from time to time, her em- 
ployer being aware of her experience and treating 
her kindly. For a while all went well; the young 
mother visited the little one as frequently as she 
could, and, as far as the Social Worker could ascer- 
tain, remained true to her determination not to give 
the child away. But the necessity of paying board 
for the child, besides contributing monthly to the 
support of her own mother, rendered the lot of 
the young woman difficult indeed. At this junc- 
ture an opportunity offered itself to her to adopt 
her child into a family of means and, without con- 
sulting with the Social Worker, who was still in 


occasional contact with her, she signed the prelim- |. 


inary papers for the release of the child. The So- 
cial Worker found herself confronted with what 
was practically an accomplished fact, grievously 
aggravated by the consideration that the couple, to 
whom the child had been released, are non-Catholic 
and of determined religious convictions. 

Whether persuasion had been brought to bear on 
_the young woman to induce her to make. this deci- 
sion, it is not our purpose to discuss at this time. 
Suffice it to say that, when the Social Worker was 
-made aware of the development, the first steps 
towards legal adoption had been taken; hence it 
was impossible to adjust the case out of court, al- 
though the young woman was willing to withdraw 
her consent, having been brought to realize what 
her conduct would mean for the future of the child. 
She being helpless, the task of rectifying the false 
step devolved upon the Bureau and its Social 
Worker. It was necessary to secure the services 
of an attorney, to enlist certain other volunteer as- 
sistance, and to have two hearings in court. Some 
pressure had to be brought to bear on those instru- 
mental in arranging for the adoption in order to 
induce them to assist. 

In addition to the value of what was at stake 
in this case, it likewise serves to emphasize the in- 
adequacy of the methods and agencies available for 


. 
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mother and her child at the various stages of need. 
Fortunately, thanks to the efforts of those con-. 
cerned in its adjustment, a temporary crisis has 
been overcome. But the case is by no means defi- 
nitely solved. The future probably will bring new 
developments, to cope with which it will again be 
necessary to invent new methods of approach and 
find new channels through which help may be given. 
It is high time that Catholic charity everywhere 
seriously contemplated the problem of the unmar- 
ried mother and her child, and set itself to invent- 
ing, or perhaps rediscovering from our rich tradi- 
tion, the most suitable means to meet the difficulties 
to be encountered. One thing is certain: whatever 
methods and agencies may be involved, those that 
will best serve the purpose in the spirit of Chris- 
tian charity will most certainly involve that one in- 
gredient which charitable undertakings frequently 
lack to such a marked degree—personal service. 


* OK O*K 


The Month of January at St, Elizabeth Settlement. 

The services of St. Elizabeth Settlement and Day 
Nursery continue in great demand. While at the begin- 
ning of the month of January the records showed 47 
families, with a total of 71 children, as recipients of the 
benefits the Day Nursery and Settlement offers, the 
end of the month found 47 families on the roll, with 74 
children in all. Three families, with a total of three 
children, had passed out of the care of the institution, 
and three others, with six children in all, had taken their 
place. The Day Nursery children received 479 lunches, 
while 739 were served school children who have no one 
at home to provide a warm meal for them. Out of the 
total of 1218 lunches served, 207 were given free of 
charge. 


Care for the health and the general welfare of fam- 
ilies involved no small amount of effort. Members of 
the Ladies of Laclede escorted 20 children to the dental 
clinic of St. Louis University. Six children were taken 
to St. Mary’s Hospital clinic for medical attention. 
One woman, who was discharged from a hospital, was 
taken to the newly-opened Catholic Convalescents’ Home, 
operated in connection with Fr. Dempsey’s Hotel for 
Working Women, another to St. John’s Hospital Dis- 
pensary. Further case work included the handling of 
four court cases, the referring of two cases to the 
Children’s Aid Association, and of four cases to other 
agencies. Employment was obtained for four persons. 

The Social Worker wrote four letters and made forty 
visits—seven in the interest of Settlement families, five to 
the Bureau and 12 in the interest of the Maternity Ward 
cases. ‘I'wenty-five cases were handled in this field of. 
endeavor, two of them being those of unmarried mothers. 
Layettes for infants, totaling 92 pieces, were donated by 
members of the Ladies of Laclede. At the Settlement 
and for Settlement purposes, members of SS. Peter and 
Paul parish contributed a quantity of partly worn gar- 
ments. The distribution of clothing and shoes to the 
poor amounted to 372 garments and five pairs of shoes, 
including 241 garments given to the school for negro 
children conducted in old St. Nicholas parish by the 
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. ' 


The important case work handled by the Social 
Visitor in connection with the Settlement activ- 
ities is merely hinted at in the records just present-. 
ed. They alone would constitute an interesting and 
instructive chapter of Catholic social service work. 


_ And yet they are but a small part of the diversified 


activities to which attention, solicitude, patience and — 
good judgment must be applied. In default of a 
live Settlement, such cases are either thrown upon | 


cys 


; e handling of problems such as this one. The 
se would very probably not have come to such 
ass if help had been available for the young 
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other Catholic agencies, or, more likely, upon non- 
Catholic agencies. If the outcome, in the latter 
event, is an unfortunate one from our point of view, 
no one is to blame except the Catholics who neglect 
to provide the proper agencies in places where such 
problems arise. The same conclusion applies to the 
problems of health and to the maternity cases. The 
Settlement and Day Nursery can readily be made 
one of the most useful instruments in the service 
of Catholic charity and social service. 


With the C. V., the C. W. U., the State 
Leagues and Societies 
Opening of C. V. Convention Set for August 23. 


At a conference held in Cleveland, attended by 
priests, laymen and women of that and other cities 
in Ohio, by Mr. C. Korz, president of the C. V., 

‘and Mrs. S. C. Wavering, president of the Cath- 
olic Women’s Union of the U. S. A., August 23 
was selected as the opening date of this year’s con- 
vention of the C. V., the Women’s Union and the 
Gonzaga Union. The local committee had tenta- 
tively agreed on August 30, but on reconsideration 
the earlier date was chosen. ‘The Rt. Rev. Joseph 
Schrembs, Bishop of Cleveland, has promised his 
support and a goodly representation of the local 
clergy and laity are prepared to assist towards ar- 
ranging-a successful convention, 

Mr. Korz and Mrs. Wavering, as national offi- 
cers, and Mr. F. Uhrich, president of the State 
League, were well received by the local organiza- 
tion. ‘The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Nicholas Pfeil, pastor 
of St. Peter’s parish; Rev. F. S. Betten, S. J.; Rev. 
A. M. Hackert, S. J.; Rev. J. Wels, S. J.; Rev. 3 
Schaffeld, Rev. J. Maurer were among the priests 
attending the conference. Of the laymen the ma- 
jority were of the younger generation. Present 
plans provide that the church services on Sunday 
are to be at the cathedral, while all meetings are 
to be held at the hotel to be selected as headquar- 
ters, with the exception of the Sunday evening gen- 
eral mass meeting and the mass meeting for the 
women on Tuesday evening, for which one of the 
largest halls in the city will be secured. Details 
of the program will be announced later. 

The Catholic Union of Ohio and the Catholic 
Women’s Union of the state will hold their con- 
vention simultaneously with the convention of the 
C. V. and its branches. 


Death of Former Secretary of Catholic Women’s 
Union, 


_ Through the death, on December 29th, 1924 
of Miss Elizabeth Lenz, former Secretary of the 
Catholic Women’s Union of the U. S., that or- 
ganization sustained a real loss. The genuine in- 
terest displayed by the deceased in the Union, 
her services in her own state organization and 
as Secretary and, since the death of the Rev. S. 
P. Hoffmann, as editor of the Bulletin of the 


ue ormative period of that organization. 
liss Lenz attained the age of 66 years and 6 


> 


_ organization, reports: 


lion, were unquestionably of great help during 


months. For approximately two years failing 
health interfered with her erstwhile efficient dis- 
charge of her duties, and as a result she was 
obliged to leave her home in Kewaskum, Wis., 
and to enter a hospital at Green Bay, to absent 
herself from the National Convention of the 
C. W. U. at Allentown in August, 1924, and to 
insist upon the election of a successor in office as 
Secretary. 

The funeral services for Miss Lenz were con- 
ducted in the cathedral at Green Bay on Jan. 
2nd. Both the C. V. and the C. W. U. had sent 
representatives. 


Texas State League Issues Legislative Bulletin 

No. 2 of Volume I of the Bulletin, issued by the 
Legislative committee of the Catholic Staatsver- 
band of Texas, is devoted principally to supplying 
the members with the names of the State Senators — 
and Representatives and the counties they repre- 
sent. The readers are also urged to pay their poll 
tax. The Legislative committee further advises 
the readers that so far no objectionable bills have 
been presented. They report with gratification 
that the Child Labor amendment had been acted 
on unfavorably by the Senate, and state that the 
problem is one that the separate states should solve. 
They also announce: 

Instead of Federal legislation on this subject, why not 
enact a State Child Labor Law? State Representatives 
H. B. Dielmann, of Bexar County, and Dewey Young, 
of Collingsworth County, have introduced such a meas- 
ure in the lower house (House Bill No. 161) and it 
should have our unqualified support. 

Simultaneously, the Bulletin lays stress upon 
school attendance and the development of the school 
system. In this way the members of the Legis- 
lative committee conform to the C. V. resolution, 
which recommends that, along with opposition to 
federal control over the labor of children and 
juveniles, state regulation of such labor within rea- 
sonable bounds and school attendance are to be 
encouraged. 


A Prerequisite for Growth 

While some of the old-time Benevolent Societies, 
affiliated with the Central Verein, have declined 
during the past few decades, and others remain 
stationary, there are not a few that are still in-— 
creasing the number of their members. Everything — 
depends in this case, as in so many others, on lead- — 
ership and the willingness of a small group of men — 
to take the initiative and make sacrifices for the 
common cause. $ 

Thus St. Charles Benevolent Society, of East 
St. Louis, Ill, has been able to report progress for | 
a number of years. Writing to the Bureau on Jan-_ 
uary 1, Mr. J. L. Warhover, secretary of that 


* 9 ale 


_ It may interest you to know that our society 
is growing. Our membership increases with eac 
meeting; there are now 75 names on our rc 
eight applications have already bee 
presentation to our regular meeti 
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People are becoming interested in us; our big bat- 
tle now is to keep them interested.” 

ii here is no reason why every Benevolent So- 
ciety, affiliated with the C. V., should not be able 
to make a similar report on the first of the year. 
It is sometimes said that the younger men will not 
join a society of this type; if its program is prop- 
erly explained, and its actions are worthy of at- 
tention, those much complained of young men will 
not hold aloof. Mr. Warhover reports that he has 
the application of the Grand Knight of the local 
Council of the Knights of Columbus, who wishes to 
join St. Charles Society. But, of course, complain- 
ing of men, who are virtually the sons of the men 
who make the complaint, does not mend matters. 


Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Founding of St. 
Michael’s Society, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


The Sunday Courier, of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 
issue of Dec. 21, 1924, announcing the celebration, 
on December 28th, of the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of St. Michael’s Society of the Church 
of the Nativity in that city, says in part of the 
origin of the society: 


The Sick Aid Society dates back to December 1849, 
five years before Poughkeepsie received its charter as a 
city, which was in 1854. At that time a few Germans 
resided in the village, among them being the Catholic 
men who .organized St. Michael’s Society. Prominent 
were Frank Hengsterbeck, Gerhard Elsen, John Kihl- 
meyer, Henry Dierken, Andrew Will, Theodore Muck- 
enhaupt, Joseph Schrader, Elias Spross, Adam Ehleider, 
I. Rieser, Henry Weiskopf, Jacob Loch, Peter Demrath, 
G. Eckerlein. With the St. Michael’s Society firmly es- 
tablished, its officers and members became the real pio- 


neers and founders of the Nativity parish and school. . 


te The society now holds its 61st year of member- 
ship in the Central Verein. : 

The anniversary of the founding of the society 
was fittingly commemorated. Following the recep- 
tion of Holy Communion during the mass at 8 
o’clock and the subsequent breakfast in common, 
the members attended a solemn high mass in the 
Church of the Nativity, the celebrant of which was 
_ Rey. Florian G. Wermuth, of St. Nicholas parish, 
_ New York, son of the present president and him- 
_ self a member of the society. The sermon was 
preached by Rev. J. Sanderson, C. SS. R., of Mt. 
St. Alphonsus, Esopus, N. Y. Among the priests 
in attendance was Rev. Fr. Thaddeus, O. F. M., 
of East Rutherford, N. J., like Fr. Wermuth, a 
son of Nativity parish and a member of the so- 
ciety. Fr. Thaddeus addressed the gathering at 
the banquet on Monday evening. 

The mass meeting and concert on Sunday eve- 
ning, opened by Supreme Court Justice Joseph 
~Morschauer, life member of the society, was 
marked by an address by the Mayor of Pough- 
keepsie, the Hon. F. B. Lovelace, and another by 
Mr. Chas. Korz, president of the C. V., while the 
Director of the Central Bureau, F. ce Kenkel, the 
principal speaker of the evening, discoursed on 
“Our Pioneers and Their Relation to Our Present- 
Day Problems.” Mr. Kilian Klauer, of New York, 
‘representing the State League of New York; the 
Jon. J. Griswold Webb, State Senator, and Mr. 


J. B. Wermuth, president of the society and chair- 
man of the meeting, also spoke. ‘The musical pro- 
gram. was rendered by the K. of C. band, St, Cae- 
cilia choir and the Navity school boys’ choir. Rev. 
A. Asfalg, who recited the opening prayer, is pas- 
tor of the parish and spiritual director of the so- 
ciety. On Monday, Dec. 29th, a requiem mass was 
celebrated for the deceased members of the society, 
and in the evening a banquet was held, on which 
occasion the president was presented with a ring 
bearing the emblem of the C. V. Addresses were 
delivered by Justice Morschauer, Rev. Wermuth, 
Rev. Asfalg, Rev. Thaddeus, O. F. M., Rev. A. 
Sucek, of Little Chicago, Mr. Emil Wehner, sec- 
retary of the society, and others. 

Three of the living members of the society joined 
it more than half a century ago: Henry Cruger, en- 
rolled in 1868, John Effinger in 1870 and Michael 
Kopser in 1872. 


Miscellany 


Always ready to co-operate with the Central 
Bureau, Mr. Chas. P. Leyendecker, Secretary of 
St. Peter’s Benevolent Society, of Omaha, Neb., 
immediately took hold of our latest Free Leaf- 
let. Reporting on his action, he states that Mr. 
Valentine J. Peter, a member of St. Joseph’s 
Parish, Omaha, Neb., and editor of the Omaha 
Taegliche Tribuene, had asked for a copy of the 
leaflet, with the intention of publishing it in his 
paper in both languages. 


The creditablé manner in which some of our 
organizations are co-operating with the Central 
Bureau is illustrated by the following case. 
Writing from Pittsburgh, Pa., the secretary of 
one of the branches of the Knights of St. George 
of that city requests 1,500 copies of the leaflet 
on Mixed Marriage. 

He states as the reason for their interest in 
this treatise at the present time, a, number of 
mixed marriages and elopements in the particu- 
lar congregation with which his branch is affili- 
ated, during 1924. “Therefore,” he adds, “our 
members wish to distribute this leaflet, hoping it 
may serve a good purpose.” 


At the fourth annual convention of the Na- 
tional Council of Catholic Men, held in October 
last in Washington, Mr. C. Korz, President of the 
C. V., read a report on the activities and aims of 
our organization. Part of the paper is reprinted 
in the January issue of the NV. C. W. C. Bulletin 
under the title: “Seventy Years of Service to 
God and Country.” In the introduction to the 
report the editors of the Bulletin say: 

One of the most enlightening as well as inspiring re- 
ports made to the fourth annual convention of the Na- 
tional Council of Catholic Men was that of the Central 
Verein of America, whose seventy-year record was re- 
viewed by Charles Korz, President of the organization. 
The account of the Central Verein’s widespread and use- 
ful activities as unfolded by Mr. Korz was loudly ac- 
claimed by the delegates. 


a 
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Aus dem CO. VD. und der C. St. 


Rt. Rev. G. W. Heer, Prot. AWp., Dubuque, Ya. 
B. Mev. Or, Gof. Od, Columbus, O. 
Chas. Korg, Butler, Mt. . 
Rev. Theo. Hammefe, Meading, Pa. 
Fev, Win. Engelen, S. Y., Toledo, ©. 
Rev. HM. J. Mind, St. Francis, Wis. 
Jofeph Matt, St. Paul, Minn. 
§. O. Fuenemann, St. Paul, Minn. 
- &. Dielmann. Gan Wntonio, Ter. 
& FB. Kenkcl, St. Louis, Mto., Leiter der C.2St. 

Die Central-Stelle befindet fich gu St. Louis; alle An- 
fragen, Briefe, Geldfendungen u. f. tv., fiir die Central- 
Stelle oder das Central-Blatt and Gocial Suftice ridjte man 
an 

Central-Stelle de3 Central Vereins 


3835 Wejtminfter PL., St. Louis, Meo. 


Sah man cigentlid) jemals einen Menfden durch Pieicdh- 
thm glitdlider oder befjer, menfdenwitrdiger werden, als er 
porher gewefen war? — Oh nicht. Wher ic) fah viele durd) 
Reihthum ungliclider und fdledhter werden. Wir alle 
jehen heute beftindig vor MWrigen, wie gemein viele Menfaen 
Der Reidhthuam made. 

: Will BVefper. 


Zum fonialiden Rriefterthum berufen, und dennod,.! 
at jeiner berrliden Rede bom Pflicdtdharatter 
der Mijfionsarbeit, gehalten am 15. Februar v. S. 
auf der Sejtberjammlung de8 Srangzisfus-Xaverius- 
Verein3 3u Breslau, fiihrt Bijdhof Chriftian Schrei- 
ber bon Meiben cine Rethe bon Beweijen dafiir an, 
dap auch den Laien die Mijfionsarbeit nad Mak der 
Befabigung und Stellung obltegt, und awar als ein 
oS Gottes und fomit als eine PBflicht der Gottes- 
iebe. 
_ Bejonders bedeutjam ijt der dritte der bon ibm an- 
gefiibrten Griinde, der gu gleidher Beit aud dafiir 
Ipridt, ba} dte Latenwelt fic) an der Fatholijcden 
YWttion betheiligen foll. Der hochwit. Vifhof Schrei- 
ber erflart: Der bl. Petrus Hat in feinem erjten 
Briefe da8 Wort gepragt bom foniglicen Priefter- 
thum der Laien: Shr aber (die ganze hriftliche Ge- 


Ineinde) feid ein ausermabltes Gefdledt, cin fonigq-e - 


Tiches Priefterthum, ein. hetliges Golf, ein Volk des 
Cigenthums, auf dak ihr die Tugenden deffen ver- 
fiindet, der eud) aus der Sinfternis gu feinem wun- 
derbaren Lidte berufen bat; euch, die ihr einft ein 


Nidtvolf waret, jest aber Gottes Volk fetd; die ihr — 


Nichtbeqnadigte maret, mim aber Beanadiate seid“ 
(1 Petr. 2, 9. 10, ee 
— DiejeS Wort des Mpoftelfiirften fei mipbverjtanden 
— Worden bon foldjen, dte nicht gur Rirde gehiren, die 
bas Priefterthum im Papft und den Bijehsfen und 
ben Prieftern berwarfen und dafiir ein allgemeines 
‘Priejterthum aller Chrijten aufrichteten, 
ung,” beift e3 in der Wnfprace, die im Sanuar- 
und oebruar - Heft der ,Ratholifdhen Mifftonen” 
— beroffentlidht morden ift, ,,fteht nicht auf dem Boden 
Gh Denn nichts ijt Elarer in der heiligen Schrift 


_enthalten, als die Uatfade, dah Shriftus eine Brice 
eh cvidhtet ; 


dah ev die: hott 


h at, d. be 
BiG igen ausgefo 


nore Maiif- . 


el. 
‘. t, | 


Tide a 


deren Nachfolgern, den Papjten, Bijdofen und PBrie- 
ftern der fatholijcden Kirche, bis zum Ende der Welt- 
gett’ (Wtatth. 28,20) beranfert hat. 


,nderfeits ijt ebenfo flar, dah Petrus als Ber- 
finder de3 Willens Chrijtt auch den Laienchrijten eine 
pricjterlide Stellung 3umeijt. Beides ijt wahr, bet- 
de8 fttmmt aber auch gujammien: Die Papfte, Biichofe 
und Priefter befiken nach Chrijti Willen das urjpriing- 
liche, mefenbhafte, itbergeordnete SGriefteramt. Dte 
Laiencdriften aber haben ein abgeleitetes, nachbild- 
liche3, untergeordnetes Qriejterthum: fie follen in 
Unterordnung unter die von Chrijtus eingefebte Sier- 
ardjie und in Nachahmung der von der Hierardie 
ausgeibten Lehr-, Geiligungs- und Siuhrungsthatig- 
feit ebenfalls lehrend, heiligend und fithrend in der 
Menfchheit thatig fein. Micht alS amtliche Lehrer, 
wohl aber alS Herolde der amtlicen. Nicht als Gei- 
Tiger durch dite priefterlide Seqnung, Saframenten- 
jpendung und Opferbollziehung, wohl aber als Sei- 
liger durch Gebet und Betjpiel. Nicht als oberfte 
wlibrer auf dem GSetlSmege, wohl aber als Unterfiih- 
rer unter der Leitung der Haupter, die Chrijtus qefekt 
Hat. Diefe Wahrheit driicft Petrus an der ermahnten 
Stelle itberaus flarverjtandlid) aus, wenn er jfaqr: 
or jeid ein fdniglices Priefterthum, ein heiliges 
Golf, ein Volf de3 Cigenthums, auf dak ibr die Tue 
genden dejien berfiinbdet, der euch aus der Finjternis 
3u feinem tounderbaren Lidhte berufen hat...... indent 
ibr einen guten Wandel unter den Seiden fithrt, da- 
mit fie, worin fie von euch, als waret ihr Uebelthater, 
Wrges reden, eucd) aus den guten Werfen erfennen 
und Gott preijen am Tage der Seimfudung.’ 


Werke erforderlich find, 
da$ Traurigite if 
dod) fdjon eine gripere 
Habenden, beweijen 
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RKreife, in allen Landern in liberwiegender Mehrzahl 
der Opferfabigfeit berlujtig geqangen find. Ste wol- 
len in ifrer Rube, im Wobhljein des Genujjes nicht 
gejtort jein und predigen fortwabrend weije Mapi- 
gung, two eS PBylicht ware, fiir die Sade Gottes pe r- 
jonlich eingutreten.” 

Nidts permag Vertreter der hihere Ergiehungs- 
anjtalten Ieitenden Orden und Genojfenfchaften unije- 
re8 Landes jo in Verlegenheit 3u feken, wie die Frage, 
warum jo wenige ihrer ehemaligen Bigqlinge und Stu- 
denten al§ Vorfampfer der fatholijdhen Sache jid be- 
thatigten. Und doch trifft nicht die Qehrer die Schuld, 
day die Fatholijdhe Wtion geringen Muben sieht aus 
ihren Vemithungen. Der vorhin bereits erwabnte 
Ravinger erflart an einer anderen Stelle des qleicen 
Werfes, dem da8 borbergehende Citat entnommen ift: 
,»Wenn die Katholifen heute iiberall guritcéqejebt er- 
fcheinen, wenn fie in allen Landern an Boden verlie- 
ren, wenn fie aus dem offentlichen Leben vielfacdh ver- 
drangt werden und felbjt im bejten alle immer nur 
qeduldet erjcheinen, jo moge man nicht vergefjen, dak 
hier genupfiichtige Tragheit, und dort eitleSelbitiucht 
bielfach mitfduldigq find.“ *) Gerade die ,fogen. ge- 
bildeten und intelligqenten fatholijdhen Rreife’ aber 
find e8, die fo von ihren peridnlicen Snterefien erfirllt 
jind, dah jie dariiber die Sache deS Glaubens ber- 

Dazu fommt in iunjerem Lande noch ein iweiterer 
Umjtand, den man nur mit einer gewilien Bejfda- 
mung anzufiithren vermag. Yene Katholifen, die man 
3u den ,,bejferen Rreijen” zu zablen pfleqt, find zu- 
meijt arm in8 Land qefommen, oder die direften Mad- 
fommen armer Ginmanbderer. Wnjtatt fic) verpflichtet 
3u balten, alS Siibrer ibrer weniger erfolgreiden 
Glauben8genojjen und 
dienen, ziehen fie iid) modglidjt bon ibnen guriicl. Shr 
Rerhalten gleidt vslliq dem der bom Geifte des Libe- 
rali8mus erfiillten Bourgeoitie, die fic) im Sreimanu- 
rerthum eine Gemeinde der Gebildeten gejchajjen har, 
und nidt dem der Chrijten der eriten Sahrhunderte, 
al8 alle, die zur Rindfdaft Gottes berufen waren, fic) 
gegenicitig alS Briider in Chrijto balfen und jtitten, 
ein jeder nach dem Mabe der ihm von Gott verlie- 
henen Krafte und Giiter, gum Woble aller beitrug. 

 Vielleicht, dah die BVotfhaft bon dem ,,fonightchen 
Priefterthum”, 3u dem die Vaien berufen find, aud) 
die Angehsriqen unferer ,,befferen Kreife” dazu ver- 
mogen wird, fic) in den Dienjt der fatholifden Wttion 
zu jtellen und in felbjtlojer Weile die Sache Gottes 
au befirdern. 8 gilt ja heute, alle Krafte zujammen- 
zufafien in dem Rampfe gegen Unglauben und UUn- 
natur, wie der lUnfittlicdfert, die in ihnen ihren Ur- 
fprung bat. Gin Muserwabhlter perfiindet uns: ,, Ler 
‘Prieg richtet fic) direft gegen Chrijtus, der uns aus 
den Berirrungen des Verftandes und de$ Hergens 
herauSgefiibrt bat, um un3 von Siinde, Teufel und 
Melt frei zu machen. Der Krieg richtet fis gegen 
Chriftus, den Wobhlthater der Menjdheit, den Vater 
der Armen, den Freund der Verlajienen, den Rader 
der Unterdriictten: gegen denjenigen, der gu uns fam, 


——— 
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—-*) Od. Heute nod lefenswerthen Sdhlupfapitel: ,,Rul- 
rt u. Civilijation” de Werkes: ,,%. 
ren fittl. Grundlagen. 2. W. Freiburg, 1895, G. 


= 
“~ if ne 
# ¥ 7 


der Neueingewanderten 41: © 


Volfsivirthfdhaft t. 
606. 


gejendet bom Himmilijden Vater, um alles durch jeine 
raft gu erneucrn, Simmel und Erde mit einander 
gu bverjobnen, den Menfchen das Reich der Gnade, der 
Ordnung, der wabhren Freiheit gu verblirgen: ,Um 
uns fund 3u thun da8 GebheimnifR feineS Willens ... 
alles in Chrijtus gu erneuern, mas im Himmel und 
was auf Crden ijt.’ (Eph. 1, 9. 10.)" **) 

M18 im Sahre 1813 das deutfdhe Volf fich gegen 
den furehtbarjten und gewaltiqiten Defpoten neuerer 
2Qeit erhob, da erflang da8 ,, Pfui” itber die Buben, 
d. h. trage, genujlictige, fetqe Menicen, die ficl 
nidt an dem Befreiungsfampfe betheiligen twollten. 
Die Defpotte de$ Unglaubens bedriict heute die Volfer 
europaifd - amerifanijcher Kultur wie nocd) nie 3uvor 
in threr Gefchidjte; da8 Yoch hat bereits tiefe Sdrun- 
den in da8 Slet{d qerijjen; die wunden Stellen bluten 
und eitern: auf allen Seiten ertint der Ruf: ,,Sit 
denn fein Balfam mehr in Gilead?” sn jeinem 
Rundjfehretben iiber die fatholifche Wktion hat Pius X. 
der Laienthatigfett geqeniiber der Noth diejer Zeiten 
die Wege qewiejen. Wir wiffen alfo, dak wir berufen 
jind 3u einem ,,fonighdhen Briejterthum” und was die 
Gegenivart von thm fordert. Wie fehmabhlich, guritct- 
auftehen: welder Berrath an Gottes Sache, nicht mit- 
zuarbeiten, tvo e8 gilt ,alleS in Chrijto gu ernenern”. 


Wir ftehen anf fidjerem Boden. 

Unter den bon der C. St. im Ganuar an die 
deutidfpracige fatholtjdhe Preffe des Landes verjand- 
ten Wrtifeln erdrtert der Gm Kampf gegen den 
Staatsfozialismus”  iiberfdriebene die Stellung 
Windthor {ts 3u dtefer Erjdheinung. Er weift nach, dap 
da8 Vorgehen des C. VB. gegen jolche Nongrebvorla- . 
gen wie die Smith-Lowner und die Sheppard-Lowner 


Gill und nun wider da$ gwangigite Wmendement 


durdhaus im Geifte Windthorfts ijt. Der Wuflak 
ftitkt fich fitr dtefe Gehauptung auf da jitnajt erjdie- 
nene Buch de8 Dr. Cugen Mac: ,Staatsjozialismus”, 
das den Beweis fiihrt, Bildhot von Ketteler, Kolping, 
Windthorjt, Graf von Gertling und Ernjt Lieber 
jeten Geqner diefer Ricdtung gewejen. 

Die in Berlin erfoeinende Zeitichrift ,Watholijdhe 
Politi€’” verdffentlicht in der Dezember-Wusgabe eine 
furze Befpredung der Schrift Mack. Vener BVerjaj- 
fer erflart mit Recht, 5a3 Bud) bilde eine interejfante 
und werthvolle Fundquelle fiir die Gejchichte der deut- 
jen Sozialpolitif und de8 Antheils der Katholifen 
an derjelben. Darauf folgt ein bedeutjamer Wus- 
jpruch, der die Manner und Frauen unjere$ Central- 


- Vereins gerade zur Beit befonders intereffteren diirfte. 


Bei Herausarbettung der Stellung Windthorjts, — 
heift e8 da, ,fann man — was der Verjfatier (Mac) 
mehr andeutet als ausjpricht — fo recht jehen mie 
da8 Centrum nach) Windthorjts Tode von fetnem hem 
Staatsfozialismus abholden Geijte abgewicdhen ift und 
fic) befonders unter dem Cinflup der Mtiinden-Glad- 
backer Schule in’ Sdlepptau de8 Staatsjozialismus 
hat nehmen Iafjer.” 

Nuch in unferem Lande giebt e8 eine fatholijde 
Ridtung, dte ftaatSfogialijtiide MaBnahmen befiir- 
wortet. Sbhre Vertreter haben bor etlidjen Yahren dte 

iat ire uw. Beitqeift. Die Haupt]. Girtenfdreiben — 
Pius as ae fey ar spatviars a Prrcareaitia se 
Strapburg, 1907, S. 70. ; ott 
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infaine Sheppard-Towner Maternity Bill gutgeherpen 
und find por dem Senat8fomitee dafur eingetreten. 
Bur Zeit fampfen jte auf Seiten jener, welde pas 
zwanziqite Mmendement uns aufdrangen modten. Von 
diefer Richtung beeinflukt, hat der National Council 
of Catholic Women bereits tm Friihiabr 1924 den 
gefabrliden Verfajjungszufjagk gutgeheiBen, mahrend 
jiingjt Ser Catholic Women’s Order of Horefters den- 
felben Streich ausgefiihrt hat. ; 

Nene, die unter dem Banner des C. V. fampfen, 
werden fich nicht in ihrem Vorhaben beirren lafjen 
durd dte Thatfache, dak eine fatholifdhe Gruppe der 
Centralifation der Macht und dem Staatsfo3ialismus 
Rorjpanndienjte Teiftet. Wir wijjen 3u gut, auf wel- 
chem Boden wir jtehen. Die Grundfabe, 3u denen 
wir uns befennen, jind bon den groken Ratholifen- 
fiibrern Deutjdhlands, Oejterreidhs und der Schwers 
im Kampf gegen den Staatsfoztalismus entwicelt und 
erprobt tworden. 


Gs geht dod! 

wore Unfchuld betheuernd melden des sfteren dic 
Beamten eingelner Vereine, e8 wolle gar nicht mehr 
recht wweitergehen. Gie flagen, e8 fet ganz unmiglich, 
neue Viittglieder 3u gewinnen. Bum Schluk werden 
dann gewshnlid) die ,,jungen Leute” bejchuldigt, die 
fein Snterejfe fiir das fatholijche Vereinswejen 3u bes 
thatigen getvillt feten. 

8u_gletdher Beit jdhretben andere Beamte, fie be- 
finden fich allerdings in der Minderheit, da} ihre Ver- 
eine bliihen und gedethet. Da ware 3u nennen der 
St. Yofeph’sBerein gu Fort Smith in 
Wrfanjas, deffen Beifpiel umfo bemerfenSwerther ijt, 
weil die Bahl der Ratholifen in jenem Staate gering 
und der Bugug meuer Elemente bejdjrantt iit. Nun 
meldet aber dejien Sefretar, Serr Sofeph YM. Schniger, 
die Bahl der Mitglieder, die fic) im Sanuar diefes 


sabres auf 154 Mann belief, nehme bejtanbdiq 3u. Sie - 


bewiejen, und da8 ijt die Hauptfache, Snterejje an den 
monatlicden Berjammliungen. us der erwabnter 
Mitgliederzahl waren Sontag, den 21. Dezember, 
dem Lag der Sabresverfammlung, 145 antvejend! 

_ die Erwartung, am 1. Sanuar 1926, 175 Mit- 
alieder gablen 3u finnen, diirfte aljo in Erfiilhing 
geben. Lafiir zeugen die erwahnten Thatjachen. 
Sollte nun anderen Vereinen unmiglic) fein, was der 

St. Sojfeph’s Verein in Fort Smith erreicht hat? Wir 
wiiften nidjt marum. Fabhige und opferivillige Be- 
amte werden jebderzett und iiberall Mitte! und Wege 
ju entdecen vermigen, die 3u demjelben Erqebnijje 
flifren werden, bon dem oben die Sprade war. 


Darum in Englifh gefdpricben. 

, Der Sefretir eines Vereins tm Staate Wisconjin 

fligte feiner Vejtellung auf 350 Eremplare es wlug- 
Blattes No. XXXIIT. folgende Vemerfungen hing: 
, «Sie follten foldje Sachen nicht alle in Englife 
den Iajfen. G8 wird ein grofer vebhler gemadt, 
man jebt auf 

t Sh mei 


eS wohl, dag e8 der Sugend 
diefe Sugend wird e 


eimmal die deutjdhe Sprade fo 


Fragen de8 offentlicen Lebens handelt, jollten die 
Sdriften, die daritber Aufflarung verbreiten wollen, 
in englifder Sprache verfabt fein. Denn nur dann 
finnen fie bon Muben fein. ‘ 

,Solde Fragen miijjen in der Landesiprade aus 
gefodjten werden. Unfere Wnfichten mitjjen den Dtite 
biirgern, die dod) der Mtehr3ah!l nach des Deutiden 
nidt macdtig find, in englifcher Sprade bermittelt 
werden. Das fann ridtig und gut nur dann gejde- 
hen, wenn fie in Englijc) niedergefdrieben und ge- 
dDructt tworden find. Denn wohl die Wenigiten ver- 
mogen folc&he Sdeen, wie jene, die in dem Hlugblatt 
No. XXXII. iiber da8 Kinderarbeit - Wmendement 
niedergeleqt worden find, felbjtandig ohne BVorberei- 
tung forreft und bverjtandlic) aus der einen in die an 
dere Sprache zu itberjegen. 

/Die Thatfade, dah die Machfrage nach englijchen 
vlugblattern fo viel reger ijt als die nach deutichen, | 
betvetjt gudem doch wohl, da da8 Vorgehen der Cen- 
tral-Stelle in dieler Ungelegenheit das ricjtige ijt.” 


Cine befolgte Wnregqung. 
Weipe Raben gibt e8 in Mtinnejota. E8 jind das 
die Mitglieder deS St. Nofeph Verein 3u New ihn. 
Diejer Hat namlich in jeiner Dezember-Verjammlung 
eine bom Staat3-Verband auSgehende Anregung be- 
folgt! 
wn Saribault ijt befanntlid) bejdhlojjen worden, 
allen dem StaatSverband angefdlojjenen Vereinen 3u 
empfehlen, im aufe de8 Sabres eine Rollefte aujzu- 
nehmen fiir die fatholijden Mijfionen. Diefem WMntrag— 
ijt nun der genannte Verein nacdhgefommmen, indem er 
$50.00 feiner Sajfie entnahm fiir genannten Swed, 
mabhrend ein Mitglied weitere $5.00 drauflegte. 3 
Wiediele gute Anregungen gehen nicht jahrlich, und 
nod) ofter$ bom Central-Verein, den Staat8- und— 
wenn e$ darauf anfommt, fie auSgufiihren, dak man 
Diftrifts-Verbanden aus! Wher alles bleibt fo jtumm, 
jehier glauben midte, e§ herrjde allenthalben eine 
tréige Stumpfheit. Und dabet dar; man aidt, wie 
der Sfeptifer und Menfdenveradter> guter Dinge 
fein, mit dem Sinblic auf die Thatjacde, dah ja aud 
der Stein im Sumpf feine Ringe madt! 2 


us den Staatsverbanden. 


widinet, giveieinhalb Seiten einem Bilde und_ 
Nadhruf auf den how. P. Sdilbert Tourney O. 3 
der, nod) ein junger Mann, giwei Wodjen nachde 
die Sejtpredigt im Sauptgottesdientt 
tung gebelten, bom 
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Der Staatsverband sahlt nach dem Brotofoll neun 
‘Bereine a in Gan Brancisco, 1 in Fruitvale, 2 in 
‘San sole, 1 in Sacramento und 1 in Qos Angeles), 
mit gujammen 740 aftiven, 34 pajjiven, 31 Wdoptiv- 
jund 7 ©Ehrenmitgliedern. Dieje Vereine befigen gu- 
jjammen ein Vermoagen von $76,208.00, und entridjten 
ere RKopfiteuer bon $198.25 an die Staatsverband$- 
fajje. 


Staatsverband Wisconjin wird am 12—14. uli 
in Madijon tagen. 

Die Erefutive de$ Staat8verbandes Wisconfin be- 
fchloy jiingft, die in diefem Sahre absubaltende Gene- 
ralverfammiung fiir den 12.—14. Sulit nach Wtadi- 
jon einzuberufen. Su gleicher Zeit wird der Frauen- 
bund und die Gonzaga Union ibre Tagungen abbal- 
ten. Sn dicjer Verjammilung wurde iibrigens ach die 
Mamensanderung des Verbandes vorgenommen;: er 
wird jidh nunmebr ,Central- Verein von 
Wiscon)jin” nenten, anjtatt wie bisher ,,Staats- 
perband bon WisSconjin und Ober-WMidigan”. €8 
lagen auferdem mebhrere auf die Gefebqebung fich be- 
ziehende Wngelegenheiten bor. Ler Sefretar, Frank 
Docfendorff, wurde beauftragt, die Sammlung fiir 
den ©. St. Stiftung$fonds auch weiterhin energifh 
3u betreiben. 


Grefutive der Kath. Union von Mo. in Berathuns. 

Die Ende Sanuar abgehaltene berathende Ver- 
jammlung der Erefutive der Rath. Union bon Mi}- 
jouri bejdloB, der MeSjabrigen Generalverjammlung 
in Cape Girardeau den Vorjdhlag 4u unter- 
breiten, Sefferfon City alS Borort der Verjammlung 
1926 3u wablen. Servijie Antrage des Legislatur- 
fomitee2, da8 Chilb Labor Wmendment hetreffend, 
wurden gutgehetfen, und da8 Romitee beaujtragt, jie 
auszufiibren. Much das AgitationSfomitee berichtete 
iiber jeine Thatigfeit; vor allem will man in der Um- 
gegend bon Cape Girardeau, wo die diesjahrige Ge- 
neralverjammlung ftattfinden foll, BVereine zu bewegen 
‘perjudjen, fic) der Union angufdlieBen. Cine der bom 
YAgitationsfomitee unterbreiteten Empfehlungen for- 
‘Ddert, bak alle fcrijtliden Mittheilungen und Druct- 
jaden, die der Verband im Lauje de8 Sabhres an die 
Rereinsprajibenten und -Gefretare ricjtet, in Bufunft 
aud) an weitere 5—6 Mtcinner in jedem Verein ge- 
jandt werden follen: man twill auf dieje Weije den Cin- 
fluk der Union ertveitern und in den Vereinen eine 
fleine Gruppe bon Forderern der Sache der Union 
‘gewinnen, in der Soffnung, dap fie die Beamten 
in ibrer Thatigfeit unterjtiiben merden. 


ie Grefutive des Staatsverbandes Minnejota erdr- 
tert widtiqe Ungeleqenheiten des offentl. Lebens. 

Der gegen die Anftellung fatholijdher Lehrfratte 
in den offentlichen Schulen der Stadt Minneapolis 
gericjtete Borjtoh, ber den da8 Central-Blatt bereits 
Bericjtete, bejdjaftigte die Erefutive de8 StaatSver- 
bande3 Minnejota in der am 7. Sanuar gu St. Paul 
ftattgefundenen Sigung. Der Sdhul-Superintendent 
Mebiter hatte namlicd) verfiigt, 3 folle fortan nie- 
mand, der jeine Ausbilbung nicht ausfdlieBlic) in 
Sffentliden GrzgiehungSanftalten erhalten habe, in 
ben ffentlidjen Schulen der Stadt Anjtellung finden. 


— 


eyes) 


Dieje Verfiigung hat nicht nur von Seiten der 
Freunde der Konfeffionsfhulen Widerjprucd erfahren, 
jondern jie wird arc) von den Befitrwortern der Yri- 
paticjulen und anderen Freunden der Erziehungsfret- 
heit beanjtandet. Die Erefuttve de Minnejotaer Ver- 
banbdes ijt jich daritber flar, dak eS jic) um eine [ofale 
Mngeleqenheit handelt, die pon den Biirgern der Stadt 
Minneapolis ausgetragen werden muf; doch ift man 
fi) der pringipiellen Bedeutung der Verordnung be- 
mubt und bereit, mit allen 3uldjfigen Mitteln eine 
Regelung der Anqelegenheit 3u fordern. 

Zum andern befakte fic) die Crefutive mit der 
Weiterfiihrung der Bemiihungen, welche die VBer- 
werfung de8 Rinderarbeits-Wmendements in Weinne- 
jota zur Wbjicht haben, ganz gleich, was in anderer 
Staaten gefdehen mag. Der Wufflarung iiber diefe 
rage follen an die Vereine, den hochw. Klerus und 
die Wtitalieder beider Haujer der Legislatur geridtete 
Griefe dienen, denen die befannte Blugfdhrift der 
©. St. beiqelegt merden joll. 


Reamte de8 Staatsverbandes Ohio wenden fid) an die 
Vereine. 

Der Staatsverband Obio wird feine diesj.hrige 
®eneralveriammiung in Cleveland, gleicgettig mit 
der de8 ©. B. abbhalten. Eine darauf abgielende Em- 
pfehlung war im November von der Exefutive de3 
NerbadesS ausqeqangen und den Beamten bes Di- 
jtriftsverbandes Cleveland unterbreitet worden, die fie 
quthieBen und ibre Mitarbett verjpraden. 

Diefe Mittheilung iit in dem Rundfchreiben enthalten, 
ba8 der Prafident de3 StaatSverbande3, Hr. F. J. Ubrid, 
Ottoville, und der Sefretar, Sr. Jos. M. Kaelin, Columbus, 
ant Neujabr an die angefdloffenen Vereine gerichtet haben, 
und dem je ein Gremplar der folgenden Flighlatter der . 


St. betlag: 


How a Catholic Feels About It, The Case Against 
the Proposed Child Labor Amendment, The Central So- 
cial Service Shop, The Central Bureau Endowment, A 
Social Service Shop of National Importance. 

Das Rundfehreiben betont, dap der Verband tro’ der 
Erhshung der Ropfiteuer erjtarft fet feit der legtjahrigen 
Generalverjammlung. Wn die Priefter des Staates wird 
das Erjudhen gerichtet, beim Wntverben neuer Vereine be- 
Hilflich fein zu twollen. Die Vereinsfefretare werden gebeten, 
fiir die Entrictuna der Kopfiteuer Sorge gu_tragen, und 
aufgefordert, die Flugblatter der C_ St. gur_ Kenntnif, der 
Mitalieder zu bringen. Ueber den Stiftungsfonds faqt das 
Rundfebreiben, das in englifder und deutjher Sprade ge- 
halten ijt: < 

Den Stiftunsfonds fitr die Central-Stelle ditrfen tir 
nidt vergeffen. Leider ijt in Obio fiir diefen jo nothtwendi- 
gen und fiir un3 deutfde Ratholifen jo rubmbollen Bivec git 
twenig gethan worden. Wuch hiertn foll e3 bejier tmerbden. 
Menn ein jeder fatholifde Mann und jeder Verein fein 
Sderflein hierzu beitragt, fo wird e3 ein leidjtes fein, das 
fiir Obio aegebene Verjprecen einguldfen. Cine bom hodjw. 
Pfarrer fiir defen Bwed empfobhlene Kirchenfollette iwiirde 
getiz eine qrofe Summe einbringen.” 


Gine beliebte Ginrictung im Vereinsleben der deutfdhen 
Ratholifen Rhiladelphias ijt das alljahrlid im Ver- 
laufe de3 Winters abgehaltene Familienfeft, das fotwohl der 
PFlege der Gefelligkeit als aud) der Vermehrung des Bez 
tine 2 der Kajfen des VolkSvereins und des Frauenbundes 

ient. Die diesjahrige Feier fand am 19. Januar abends 
in der Halle der Philadelphia Turngemeinde jtatt. Die Be- 
theiliqung mar, nacj dem in der ,,Nord-Umertfa” verdffent- 
Lichten Bericht gu fehlieBen, eine erfreulic) grope. Glf Prie- 
fter und mehrere Sdjulbriider werden unter den Gaften Ske 
efiibrt. Befonder3 bemerft gu werden berdient die Wu 
Fibrung eineS deutfdjen Biihnenftiids durch) Boglinge der 


| St. Heinrichs-Whendj ule fiir Cintvanderer. 
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Aus den Diftriftsverbanden. 


Wie aus den bisher und num wieder im diejert 
Hefte verdffentlicdten eittheilungen iiber die Wagita- 
tion gegen das Kinderarbeits-Amendement hervor- 
geht, bat fic) auch eine Wngahl Diftriftsverbande an der 
Befampfung des Vorjchlags betheiligt. Daber jegen die 
Dijtriftsverbande ihre gewohnte Thatigteit fort. 

Der Drjtriftsverband WMlarjhfield und Umge- 
gend verbandD am 11. Januar mit Sahresverjammhuig 
und Beamtentvahl einen recht erfolgretch verlauyenen saz 
tholifentag. Hauptgegenjtande der Crodrterungen der Ge- 
jchaftsfigung waren: der Wusbau des Verbandes; die Bolz 
lendung des Beitrags fiir den ©. St. Stiftungsfonds uno 
Die antifatholifde Betwequng. Yn der Katholitenberjamm- 
tung bielten Wnfpraden: Rev. YP. H. Toeller, Pfarrer Der 
Herz Heju-Gemeinde gu Marjhfteld, Hr. Hy. 2. Sdjmig, 
bon Wppleton, Chrenprafident des Staatsverbandes, und 
Hr. Leo Fehrenbach, Prajident des Dijtriftsverbandes. Nev. 
Hy. 3. Chr, Pfarrer in Stevens Point, ift Gerjtlicher Rath- 
geber des Verbandes. — Die Bedeutung des fath. Laien- 
apoftolats behandelte der hocdhty. 5. Hupmann, Kommifjaz 
rius des Diftrtftsverbandes St. Louis, in der Yanuar- 
berfammlung diefer Vereinigung, die in der HI. Dretfaltigz 
feit-Gemeinde jtattfand. Der hod. J. F. Lubeley, Pfarrer 
der Gemeinde, Hielt ebenfalls eine Anjprace. Or. John P. 
Rehme, Prafident des StaatSverbandes, fprach iiber die 
Nothiwendigtett der Fortfebung der Gammiung fiir den 
©. St. Stiftungsfond3, Hr. H. Yacobsmever, Vorjikender 
des Legislaturfomitees, itber die Wrbeiten diejes Ausichufjes, 
namentltch in der BSefampfung des ,,CHild Labor Wmendz 
ment”. Or. ©. Barhorjt referierte iiber die Thatigfeit des 
Agitattonsfomitees. — Cmen Dante und Vittgottesdienft 
beranjtaltete Der Hudfon County MN. % Verband 
am YNachmittag des 25. Yanuar in der St. Qofeph3-Rirehe 
u Hobofen. Die Predigt hielt der hochw. H. Bloemefe von 
Gaifaic. Der Frauenbund betheiligte jtch an der Keier, der 
eine Verfammlung in der Gemeindehalle folgte, in der Hr. 
W. F. Grant das Kinderarbeit-Amendement erdrterte. —- 
ait der 62. OQuartalverfammlung de3 Lesha z Thal Ber- 
bandes des StaatSverbande3 Pennfylvania, abgehalten ant 
25. Yanuar in der St. Yofeph3-Gemeinde gu Cajton, Hiel- 
ten Sieb. Th. Hammefe von Reading und Hr. Sofeph Wl 
bredjt bon Brooflyn, N. Y., die Wnfprachen. Wie ublich, 
twourde der Tag mit einem Feftgottesdienjt begonnen. — 
Wie die metjten Quartalverfammiungen des Central-Silt- 
nots Diftriftsberbandes tar die am 18. Sanuar in der SG. 
Peter und Paul-Gemeinde au Springfield abgehaltene gut 
befucht. Die Gejhaftsberjammlung erdrterte u. a. die Waiz 
tation gegen die Gutheigung de3 ,,Child Labor Amend- 
ment” imd die Forderung de3 Stiftungsfonds der C. St. 
ait der Majffenverjammiung behandelte Hr. WM. L. Botvert, 
Mitglied der Redaftion de3 ,,linois State Sournal’, den 
erlabnten Verfaffungszujab, indem er die Griinde fix und 
wider priifte, und fich al8 Gegner de3 Bujabes ausfprach. 
Rev. Leo Henkel, Pfarrer in Lincoln, fprach iiber die Be- 
deutung de3 HL. Jahres. 


Uus den Kreijen des rauenbundes. 


wim Namen de8 Frauenbundes de3 Staates ws lUlis 
nois ridhtete defen Sefretarin, Srl. Selen Seink, 
Duincy, ein Sdreiben, dem da Freie Flugblatt iter 
das Child Labor Amendment beigeleat war, an die 
Mitglieder des Staatsjenat3 und des Meprajentanten- 
haujes. Auperdem haben die Veamtinnen de3 Bundes 
das Slugblatt an die angefdloffenen Vereine gefandt. 
Yueh in den eingelnen Lofalgweigen be3 Frauenbundes 
hat man diefer Srage Aufmertjaméeit gefehentt. So perane 
ftaltete ber Rrauenbund von Cjfe ounty, N.Y. 
Brain eng, am eS eit bei der Or. C. Korg, 
e3 ©. B., et itb ie 

M Zoenteent pul nen Bortrag iiber das borgejchlagene 
, Sipandererfiirforge und Zujammenarbeiten i 2 
etn, die Ausitbung des Stimmeonts Durch dte ok ee ee 
Kinderarbeits-Amendement waren die hemata, die in der 
am 25. Sanuar in der Bonifatius-Gemeinde in jener Stadt 


abgehaltenen Ouartalverfamumlung der Frauenunion 
erortert wurden. Reb. ug. Buettner referterte uber Die bet- 
den erjten Fragen, wahrend Rev. ss. Beierfdmidt, ©. SS. 
K., Pfarrer der Gemeinde, iber den an_giwetter Stelle ge- 
nannten Gegenftand und Hr. Anthony J. Betts, Prafident 
des VolfSvereins, iber den Verfajjungsgujag fprach. Cine 
fiir die ©. St. aufgenommene Rollefte ergab die Guinme 
pon $11.37.— Das Rinderarbeits-Wmendement twar be- 
reitS in der Degemberverfammlung ded Frauenbun= 
des St. Qouts behandelt worden. Yn der am 2. Ya- 
nuar in der St. ugujtinuszGemeinde abgehaltenen Verz 
jammlung bielten der Geiftliche Rathgeber, Reb. W. Mayer, 
und der Pfarrer an St. Wuguftinus, Iteb. W. Dubbert, Lhe 
jprachen, tworauf Frau B. Trach, Wobhlfahrtspflegerin am 
St. Clijabeth Settlement, iiber thre Xhatighett referierte. 
Die Frauenfodalitat der St. Wndreas-Gemeinde iberreidjte 
$50.00 und der Srauenverein an der St. Ugatha-Gemeinde 
$25.00 fiir Den St. Elifabeth Settlement Sdhuldentilgungs- 
fonds. Siir den Unterhalt der Wnjtalt trugen die Frauen-z 
jodalitat an der St. Frang bon Sales-Gemeinde $14.00 
und jener an der St. Yuqujtinus-Gemeinde $6.00 bet. 


Mitarbeit mit der C.-St. 

Wabhrend fo viele unjerer Vereine iiberhaupt nicht 
3u wifjen jdjeinen, dap fie der Central-Stelle gegenitber 
Verpflidtungen haben, fahren andere fort, die Dime- 
Nollefte aujzunehmen. Bejfonder$ in Clinton 
County, Sllinozs, ijt a8 der Fak. So fandte 
jungjt die St. Sofephs Mtanner - Godali- 
tat 3n Bedemevyer $4.70 fiir ihre 47 MNitglie- 
der ein. Warum jollten nicht die Mtehrzahl unjerer 
Vereine das Gleiche zu thun vermodgen? Sie fonnten 
jolche Gaben ja auch einem bejtimmten Swed sutven- 
den: den ausmartigen oder einheimifden DNtijjionen; 
oder fiir die Gefangenenfiirjorge, u. f. w. Rajt’ ich, jo 
rojt’ id}! Das gilt nicht nur vom eingelnen Mtenjden, 
jondern auch von Vereinen. Und nur 3u viele unjerer 
Vereine find dem BSerjebungsprozep, den die Tragheit 
und die Sleichgiltigteit ergeugent, verfallen. 


Bu den Vereinen, die e3 in den lekten Sabren 
nidt unterlajfen ‘haben, die Central-Stelle regelmapig 
gu unterjtiigen, gefdrt aud) der St Nojephs- 
Verein gu Chilton, Wisconjin. Wie im Vor- 
jabr, fo Hat er aud) nun heuer wieder im Sanuar 
$10.00 fiir die Central-Stelle auf das Sabr 1925” 
ge) chictt. 


Dan€ ans Mexifo fiir fath. Zeitungen. 
Dentidhe, nah Merifo verfehlagene Rarme- 
fiterinnen jtehen auf der Berjandlijte, der ge 
map wodentlid) und monatlicd) Niffionaren und ane 
deren, jowohl im Sunland wie im Ausland, von dec 
€. St. Seitungen und Beitjdrijten gejandt werden. 
Wie fer dieje Schwejtern diejen Liebesdienjt 
jdhagen, bewetjt der Brie; der Ehrw, Mutter Oberin 
Wloytia aus jiingjter Beit. Sie jchreibt: 
Sie fonnen fic) faum denfen, tie sy wir uns alle 
freuen, twenn die Sendung deutfher Zeitungen in’s Haus 
fonimt. Suerft meinten twir, Sie jeten gewillt, uns eiige | 
etliche Mal probe sugufdhiden; nun aber, da diefelben — 
peal fe. : sae ARES hat jich unfere 
. MNehmen Sie e ein recht 
inniges ,,Wergelt’3 Gott” ieee pias =e i Hi 
Die deutiden Blatter, von denen Mutter Mloyfia 
Ipricht, find fatholifhe Zeitungen unjeres Landes. 
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